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Discipleship is not a question of our own doing;
it is a matter of making room for God
so that he can live in us.

J. H. Arnold
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Foreword

Discip[eshz]) is a tough book. As I began reading it,
Heinrich Arnold’s words touched me as a double-
edged sword, calling me to choose between truth and
lies, salvation and sin, selflessness and selfishness, light
and darkness, God and demon. At first I wasn’t sure if
I wanted to be confronted in such a direct way, and I
discovered some resistance in myself. I want the good
news of the Gospel to be gentle, consoling, comfort-
ing, and to offer inner peace and harmony.

But Arnold reminds me that the peace of the Gospel
is not the same as the peace of the world, that the con-
solation of the Gospel is not the same as the consola-
tion of the world, and that the gentleness of the Gospel
has little to do with the “free for all” attitude of the
world. The Gospel asks for a choice, a radical choice, a
choice that is not always praised, supported, and cel-
ebrated.

Still, Arnold’s writing is not harsh, unbending, fa-
natical, or self-righteous. To the contrary, it is full of
love. Tough love, but real love. It is this love that flows
from the broken heart of Jesus. What makes Arnold’s
words so healing is that they are not based on an idea,

an ideology, or a theory, but on an intimate knowledge



of Jesus Christ. Jesus, the Christ, is in the center of
all the suggestions, advice, and care expressed in these
reflections. This is truly a Christ-centered book.

Heinrich Arnold does not speak in his own name.
He speaks in the name of Jesus. He has heard clearly
the words of Paul to Timothy: “Before God, and be-
fore Christ Jesus, who is to be the judge of the living
and the dead, I charge you, in the name of his ap-
pearing and his kingdom: proclaim the message and,
welcome or unwelcome, insist on it. Refute falsehood,
correct error, give encouragement—but do all with
patience and with care to instruct” (2 Tim. 4:1-2).

It is Arnold’s deep rootedness in Jesus Christ that
makes him a very wise, a very safe, and a very challeng-
ing guide in our spiritual journey. But there is more:
his rootedness is not simply a rootedness in the Christ
who lived long ago; it is a rootedness in the Christ who
is present today in the life of the community of faith.

Arnold is not a pious, sentimental guide. Every
word he speaks comes from his experience in com-
munity, where discipleship is lived. It is in community
that we are tested and purified. It is in community that
we learn what forgiveness and healing are all about. It
is in community that we learn who our neighbor is.
Community is the true school of love. Arnold lived
community all of his life. He knew its demands and its
rewards. Most of all, he knew that it is in community
that we encounter the Christ of the Gospel.



I am very grateful for this book. It is a prophetic
book in a time in which few people dare to speak un-
popular but truly healing words.

I pray that those who read this book won't be afraid
to be confronted, and I trust that the word of God that
comes to them through it will bring true comfort, true

consolation, true hope, and true courage.

Henri J.M. Nouwen



Introduction

Some books are easiest to describe by saying what they
are not. This is not a collection of devotions or medi-
tations, not a “feel-good” journal about walking with
God, and not a guide for self-improvement or personal
spiritual growth. It is, very simply, a book about disci-
pleship —about following Christ humbly, obediently,
and with an open heart. And it is written by a man
whose message cannot be understood in any other way.
Johann Heinrich Arnold (1913-1982) grew up
surrounded by people for whom such discipleship took
shape in a dramatic way. When he was six, his parents,
Eberhard and Emmy;, left their upper-class home in
Berlin and moved to Sannerz, a village in central Ger-
many. There, with a small circle of friends, they set out
to live in full community of goods on the basis of
Acts 2 and 4 and the Sermon on the Mount. It was
a time of tremendous upheaval. The same post-war
restlessness that drove his father, a well-known editor,
theologian, and public speaker, to this leap of faith
drove thousands of others to rise up against the rigid
social and religious conventions of the period and
seek new ways of life. These were Heinrich’s formative
years, and the steady stream of young anarchists and



tramps, teachers, artisans, and free-thinkers who came
through the little community influenced him pro-
foundly. All of them had abandoned the hypocrisy of a
Christendom that had grown meaningless, and many
felt drawn to the life of dedication and joy they found
at Sannerz.

Heinrich himself felt the call to follow Christ at the
age of eleven. Later, as a young man, he committed
himself to life-long membership in the church com-
munity, known by then as the Bruderhof, or “place of
brothers.” In 1938 he was chosen as a servant of the
Word, or pastor, and from 1962 until his death he
served as elder for the growing Bruderhof movement.

The flock in Arnold’s care was not what one could
call a typical church, and he was anything but a pastor
in the conventional sense of the word. He was not a
charismatic personality, and he had no formal theo-
logical training. He was a true Seelsorger or “spiritual
guide” who cared deeply for the inner and outer well-
being of the communities entrusted to him. And he
served his brothers and sisters in the first place as an
equal who shared their daily lives in work and leisure,
at communal meals, business meetings, and worship
services.

The excerpts in this book were compiled and edited
over several years by members of the Bruderhof who
knew Arnold personally. It was no easy task to sift
through the material, for there was so much to choose
from, and it ranged from published articles to personal

correspondence, from transcripts of worship meetings



to circulars written on behalf of the entire Bruderhof
movement. The purpose of this selection is simply to
bring to the reader the full impact of his witness.
Arnold’s style is straightforward and spontaneous.
He rarely spoke with notes, and when he wrote, he
quickly and sometimes almost aggressively met the
heart of the issue. There were those who felt he was too
blunt. Yet it was precisely his simplicity that made his
witness accessible to so many. His faith was not a mat-
ter of reasoned, theological terms, but something that
had to be expressed in deeds: “We are tired of words;
they are cheap and can be heard almost anywhere, for
who will say that he is against brotherhood and love?”
Arnold was called on to address every aspect of spiri-
tual life, personal and communal. But there is a visible
thread that runs through all he wrote: Christ and his
cross as the center of the universe. Again and again,
Arnold insists that without meeting Christ personal-
ly—without being confronted by His message
of repentance and love—there is no possibility of a
living Christian faith. It mattered little, for instance,
whether a problem he had to face was of a practical or
an inner nature, or whether the demands of the day
arose inconveniently or unannounced. Every issue was
faced on the solid ground of Christ’s commands. This
was true not only for the internal questions of com-
munal life but also for all matters that needed attention
beyond it, such as current political events or social

issues and trends.



Arnold’s Christ-centeredness gave him an unusual
courage to confront sin. He could not tolerate indif-
ference to the demands of the Gospel. But just as he
fought evil in others, he fought it in himself, and the
fight was never against a person, but against sin. At
times, this earned him the criticism of being too “emo-
tional,” but how can one who loves Christ be coolly
detached when the honor of the church is at stake? “I
protest against the idea that it is wrong to react with
strong emotion or excitement when God is attacked,
when brothers and sisters are mistreated, or when the
church is harmed. I will protest my whole life long
against cool soberness in the face of cruelty or anything
else that destroys God’s work.”

It was this, too, that enabled him to call for repen-
tance so sharply at times: “Are we ready to let Christ’s
Word cut deeply into us, or will we repeatedly protect
and harden ourselves against it? We do not realize how
often we stand in God’s way. But we can ask him to cut
us with his Word, even if it hurts.”

With the same vigor and insistence that Arnold
called for repentance, he strove for compassion and
forgiveness. If anyone took seriously Jesus™ injunction
to forgive so that we may be forgiven, and to forgive
seventy times seven, it was Arnold. People who had
hurt him or broken his trust were given his undimin-
ished trust again and again. Why? Because he believed
deeply in the power of full forgiveness; because he
trusted God to the depths of his being, and because
this trust enabled him to overcome all fear of man.



Ironically, just as he experienced mockery and rejec-
tion because he insisted on the need for deep repen-
tance, he was also despised because of his humility. For
even though he refused to shut an eye to all sin in the
church, he refused to set himself above a person who
had sinned or to condone any harshness and legalism
toward that person. Having suffered in his own life, he
identified readily with the suffering of others.

As elder of the Bruderhof communities, Arnold
spent many hours reading, re-reading, and prayerfully
considering the contents of a daily flood of letters,
and his answers illustrate the humility with which he
responded. When he was asked a question, he coun-
selled, comforted, admonished, and even sharply
censured, but he never criticized or belittled anyone
who turned to him in trust. And though hundreds of
people turned to him year after year, he always turned
them onward —beyond their preoccupation with their
sins or their personal holiness—to Christ.

Arnold knew well that he did not have all the an-
swers. Often he said that he needed to think about a
matter in question or wished to consider it in prayer,
or simply felt he did not know what to do about it.
Asked to explain a difficult verse, an apparent contra-
diction, or the meaning of a mysterious passage in the
Bible, he might say, “I have thought about these words
a great deal, but I do not fully understand them my-
self. Let us leave it in trust to God. Some day it will be
revealed to us” —and he would not attempt an interpre-
tation. Though widely-read and entirely at home



in the Old and New Testament, he was a man whose
education was the education of the heart, whose
knowledge was the knowledge of the human soul, and
whose understanding of God’s ways was born of his
love for God, for Jesus, and for the church.

Most important, Arnold was able to listen: he lis-
tened to his brothers and sisters, he listened to friends,
strangers, to critics, and most of all he listened to God:
“I want to listen with my inner heart to the voice of
God speaking through the brotherhood. I want to
confess Jesus in our time. I want to be poor with you,
spiritually poor. I want to be obedient and go where
the church sends me, and to do God’s will. I long for
a united brotherhood, a brotherhood that gathers the
scattered.”

There are many aspects of Arnold’s writings that
one might consider at greater length —the overrid-
ing influence of his own father, Eberhard Arnold; of
the German pastors Johann Christoph and Chris-
toph Friedrich Blumhardt and their vision of the
kingdom as a present reality; or of Meister Eckhart,
whose mysticism is reflected in Arnold’s own inclina-
tion toward the mystical. There are also Dietrich von
Hildebrand and Friedrich von Gagern, whose books
Arnold read and referred to often. But none of these
are important in themselves. Rather, they give his mes-
sage as a whole a depth and a breadth of vision that
cannot be ignored. This, perhaps, is the most compel-
ling part of Arnold’s witness, for it lifts us up again and
again from the pettiness of daily life and opens our



eyes to perceive the greater realities we so often ignore.

To use his own words:

What a great gift it would be if we could see a
little of the great vision of Jesus—if we could see
beyond our small lives! Certainly our view is very
limited. But we can at least ask him to call us out
of our small worlds and our self-centeredness,
and we can at least ask to feel the challenge of the
great harvest that must be gathered —the harvest
of all nations and all people, including the gen-
erations of the future.

Hela Ebrlich
Christopher Zimmerman

July 1994
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Acts 2:37-38

The Inner Life

When one considers the millions who call themselves
Christians, the main impression one gets is that in our
time the Christian religion consists almost exclusively
in going to church on Sunday mornings. I know there
are exceptions, but we have to be realistic: the church
has very little to say to young people—they are bored
by church services and preaching, and so they turn to
other things. Yet people are vaguely aware that there

is something wrong with their inner life. And even if
they don’t go to their pastor or priest about it, they do
seek help, often by going to a psychiatrist. It is true
that once the inner person really changes, everything
else will change. But that will come about through
God, not through people.

Chrisc taught that there should be a complete change
in every person, and that this change should begin in
our inner being. Peter and the apostles taught the same
at Pentecost. When the people asked Peter, “What
should we do?” he said, “Believe, repent, and be bap-
tized in the name of Jesus.” And when they responded,
the inner change that took place carried over into the



practical and economic areas of their lives. They laid
everything at the feet of the apostles and no longer
owned anything. Everyone gave up his property vol-
untarily, yet since each one shared everything with the
others, no one suffered need.

For our time, too, we believe in a new society like
this, brought about by a change that starts in our inner
being. When God enters our inner life, the change he
brings will also affect our outer life. If our Christianity
is a religion for Sunday morning only, it will remain

shallow and empty.

What does it mean to be created in the image of
God? When God breathed life into the first man, he
gave every human being the possibility of experiencing
the richness of heart that is in Him: love, joy, humor,
wrath, suffering, purity, and unity. Because all these
things are familiar to us, we can see that something of
God is in us—though often in a very distorted way.
The image of God is preserved most purely in chil-
dren. As adults we often live very petty lives as very
petty souls; our thinking centers around ourselves only
and is unrelated to God. But we are created for more
than this. I don’t think any one of us has yet experi-
enced to the full the richness of spirit, soul, and heart
created by God for us to enjoy. Yet as his children, we
are able to experience these things as no other creatures
can. And he loves us so much that he sent his only
Son to save us. In Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians



1 Cor 6:3

Acts 17:24

1 Cor 6:19

Eph 3:16-19

he says that the church “is to judge the angels.” This
should give us an inkling of the deep meaning of our
calling and of what it means that we are made in the

image of God.

God created heaven, earth, and all the constellations
of the universe. He also created something else, some-
thing very mysterious: the human spirit. God created
this spirit and placed it in us because he wants to live
in us. The Bible says that he does not live in temples
built with hands—we ourselves should be temples for

him.

My father used to say to us that stupidity is the
greatest sin. He did not mean simplicity of mind, but
spiritual dullness: having a dead conscience and not
listening in one’s heart to God.

Very few people today have any idea of the riches of
the human heart. Our hearts are created to experience
great things; most of us have no idea of what could
happen in our lives if we would overcome our stupid-

ity and dullness. Paul says:

I pray that out of his glorious riches he may
strengthen you with power through his spirit in
your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith. And I pray that be-

ing rooted and established in love you may have



Isa. 55:3

power, together with all the saints, to grasp how
wide and long and high and deep is the love

of Christ and to know this love that surpasses
knowledge—that you may be filled to the mea-
sure of all the fullness of God.

If we were to grasp this one passage, we would un-

derstand the whole Gospel. We are not filled with the
fullness of God and it would be arrogant to think we
were. But Paul’s prayer should awaken and inspire us!

God said to Israel: “Pay heed to me and listen, and
your souls will live!” It is tremendously important to
be able to turn to God with one’s whole being and to
believe that he will speak. Everything depends on our
asking him to speak to us. If we hear nothing from
God for a long time, it may be because there is some-
thing between us and heaven—perhaps we lack love to
our brother, or we are at odds with our spouse. If this
is the case, our waiting is in vain.

Of course, we cannot expect answers from God af-
ter only five minutes of silence. Think how long Jesus
himself sometimes had to wait! But the more our lives
belong to Christ, and the deeper our relationship with
him, the more quickly he will answer us, and the more
quickly he can use us for his tasks, because he knows

that here is someone who is completely ready for him.



From a letter: Meister Eckhardt* emphasized the im-
portance of the listening heart, by which he meant

a heart that listens to God alone. He said that God
desires nothing more than a heart that detaches itself
in silence from everything and turns and listens to
him. This means detachment from mammon, impu-
rity, and schadenfreude or malice; from lying, mistrust,
and hatred; from worldly spirits and from all other

spirits foreign to him.

When people are healthy and happy, or when their
economic foundation is stable, they all too often be-
come lukewarm. They may give over to God the things
they feel are not healthy in them—things that bring
them distress or struggle. Yet even when these things
drive them to prayer, they reserve their innermost
person for themselves.

The fact that we seek God at all in times of misfor-
tune shows us that our deepest being actually hungers
and thirsts for him. We should bring our fears to God;
we should bring him our sickness and anguish. But
this is not enough. We must give him our innermost
being, our heart and soul. When we humble ourselves
before him in this way and give ourselves completely
over to him—when we no longer resist giving him our

whole person and whole personality—then he can help

* German Mystic, 1260-1328.



Mt. 6:6

us, first by bringing us to bankruptcy and then by fill-
ing us with true life.

From a letter: The main thing for you should be to
recognize the greatness of God and to live for him.
Try to read the Bible—at least two or three chapters
every day. This will open your eyes to the greatness
of Jehovah, the Lord of Hosts. Then you will see how
very small the search for personal happiness is.

From a letter: N hen the devil incites you to hate oth-
ers, I advise you to find inner quiet. You know that in
your deepest heart you do not want this hatred.

I can very well understand how unhappy you feel.
Try, however, to become absolutely quiet inwardly, and
believe that God loves you and wants to help you, even
if this belief is attacked by doubts again and again.
Then your fear will be slowly overcome.

If you try to fight your emotions with other emo-
tions, you will only become more confused. You can-
not straighten out your emotions, but you can trust
in God: he knows your deepest heart, and he can

straighten you out. Believe in him alone.

From a letter: You ask how to find inner quiet. Re-
member Jesus’ words about prayer; they are very
important: “Go into your room, lock the door, and



Mt 6:1-6

pray to your Father who is in secret, and he, who sees
what is secret, will reward you.” If you detach yourself
from your feelings and from the excitements of your
life and seek God in this detachment from self, you
will find peace of heart.

From a letter: Long prayers are not always effective. Je-
sus even warns us against them. They are usually more

pagan than Christian.

Let your prayer life be more alive! But do not force
it—let it be quite free. When prayer becomes some-
thing living to you, the fire of the Spirit will flare up,
and this will bring you life!

From a letter: \Ne cannot live without a personal
prayer life. We need prayer as much as we need water.
All of us need times of quiet before God. Jesus clearly
says that we should not make a show of our prayers;
we should close the door behind us and not speak
about them. Yet hidden, personal prayer is absolutely
necessary and just as important as the communal

prayers of the whole church.

We tend to pray only for what we want and give
litcle thought to what God wants of us at a particular



Mt. 6:10

moment. | sometimes think God would answer our
prayers sooner if they were directed more to doing his
will, and if our hearts were moved by the good spirit
to ask what God wanted. Let me say it like this: God
needs us every day—he needs people to carry out his
will—so we should not pray for what we would like,
but rather ask for the strength to do what he would

have us do.

God needs people who ask for his will to be done; if
no one is interested in it, he must leave his work on
earth undone. But if there are people who stretch out
their hands to him in longing, asking and seeking for
his will to be done, then he can do something in this
world. It is wrong to think that everything comes by
itself, that nothing is expected of us. Jesus taught us to
pray for God’s will to be done here on earth as it is in
heaven.

We must also ask for God’s will to be done in our
personal lives. Because the Evil One tries again and
again to lead us onto the wrong path, we must turn
to God daily and ask him to renew our hearts. But we
should pray not only for ourselves; we should pray for
the whole world —for all humanity and all nations.

From a letter: There is wrong prayer—self-willed
prayer. But if the object of our prayer is in accordance
with the will of Jesus, then it is right. As long as there



Jn. 14:13

Dan. 10:12-13

is nothing of self-will or self-glory mixed into it, it is

not wrong.

It is completely foreign to the way of Jesus to make
selfish requests in his name, for instance to wish for a
successful career or for a thousand dollars. When Jesus
says, “Whatever you ask in my name, I will do,” he
means whatever glorifies the Father and the Son.

In our prayer life we need to listen to the spirit of
God. What God wants to tell us is of greater impor-
tance than what we want to tell him. Therefore com-
mon silence shared in the faith that he wants to speak

to each heart will always be meaningful for us.

We should always believe that our prayers will be
answered, even if they are not answered straight away.
Daniel prayed earnestly to God for days for the for-
giveness of his sins and for the forgiveness of Israel’s
sins. Yet he received no answer for three weeks. Then

an angel appeared to him in a vision and said:

Do not be afraid, Daniel, for from the very first
day that you applied your mind to understand
and mortify yourself before your God, your
prayers have been heard, and I have come in

answer to them. But the evil angel prince of the



kingdom of Persia resisted me for twenty-one
days, until Michael, one of the chief princes of

heaven, came to help me.

So Daniel’s prayers were heard from the beginning, but
dark powers made it difficult for the angel who an-
swered him to break through.

Today, despite the victory of the cross, there are still
dark powers at work. Our prayers, like Daniel’s, may

often not be answered straightaway. Yet God hears
them. We should firmly believe this.

From a letter: Qive everything over to Jesus. The
more you give everything over to him, the more his
spirit will fill you. Even the most sincere Christians go
through times of inner dryness in which God wants to
test them. But then he floods them with his great love.
So do not despair if you feel inner dryness.



Repentance

The Gospel begins with a call to repentance. Repen-
tance means that everything must be changed. What
was up must go down, and what was down must come
up. Everything must be seen as God sees it. Our whole
being has to be renewed; all thinking of our own has
to cease. God must become the center of our thinking
and feeling.

Jesus Christ came to save people, but he first called
them to repent and follow him. Many Christians are
attracted by his promise of salvation, but they do not
want to repent fully. It is tragic that the worst enemies
of Jesus are often religious people, not unbelievers.
Even in Jesus’ own lifetime, those who hated him most
were not the soldiers who crucified him, but the very
religious Pharisees and scribes, who hated his message

of repentance.

When John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness
of Judea, he called people to repent—to change their
hearts and minds. He certainly did not flatter those



Mt. 3:7-8

Mt. 3:2

who came to him. He plainly told them how far they
were from God. It was not only John the Baptist who
spoke of repentance. Jesus himself did, from his first
teachings in the Bible to his last.

People dislike John the Baptist’s call, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand,” because they do not
understand what repentance means. Repentance does
not mean self-torment; nor does it mean being judged
by others. It means turning away from the corruption
and mammonism of fallen humankind and letting our
hearts be moved by the atmosphere of the kingdom
of God. Anyone who has gone through true repen-
tance knows that it makes the heart melt like wax, that
it shocks us by showing us our sinfulness. But that
should not be the central experience. God must be the
center of a repentant heart—God, who was revealed at

the cross as love, and who alone brings reconciliation.

From a letter: All of us must undergo difficult and
painful times of repentance. I plead with you to ac-
cept it, not as punishment but as grace, and I beg you
not to torment yourself but to understand that Christ

wants to make you free.

From a letter: Do you really know what repentance
means? When a person repents he will change in such



Rev. 2-3

a way that everyone who meets him will feel his change
of heart. In Dickens’ A Christmas Carol it was obvious
to everyone who met old Scrooge on Christmas Day
that he was a different man from the evening before. I

wish you such repentance.

| we trust in Jesus and the power of his death, we will
find forgiveness for our sins, however evil we are or
were. But we must not play with his goodness. He will
judge every sin, every compromise we make with the
devil. For instance, he warns us so strongly against im-
morality that he says we should not even glance lust-
fully at a woman. Let us accept his sharpness.

There are times in every persons life when God comes
close. There are also such times or hours of God for
each church. According to the Book of Revelation,
Jesus spoke from heaven through John to the seven
churches, telling each what it had to recognize and
why it had to repent, though also encouraging it.
That was surely an important hour of God for these
churches.

God is infinitely good. Once he has come to a per-
son, he may come a second, third, fourth, or even a
fifth time, but he also may not. It is up to us whether

we listen to him.



However strong our will to control ourselves, and
however deceptive we are, God sees through everything
into the depth of our hearts. Only the act of putting
ourselves under his light gives us a chance for renewal.
Everything is possible if we put ourselves willingly
under the light of God. But if we refuse to do this,

everything in our life is in danger.

|t is one of the most wonderful things when a person
truly repents. God comes so close to a repentant soul!
A heart of stone becomes a heart of flesh, and every
emotion, thought, and feeling changes. A person’s
entire outlook changes when the gift of repentance is

given to him.

We must receive a new life; we must be changed. But
it is God who must change us. And he may change us
in a different way from what we had wanted or imag-

ined. Our own ideals—our own plans for inner growth
or personal change—must come to an end. Every lofty
position must be given up; every high human striving

sacrificed. To be fit for God’s new future we must be

changed by him.

From a letter: | am sure that Jesus can give you a com-
pletely pure heart and perfect peace. At first, the closer
you come to him the more you will feel judged by your



1 Cor. 4:13

sin, but in the end you will find deep joy and peace.
Your seeking for God should not make life a torment.
He sees that you seek him with a sincere heart. I wish

you hope and courage.

From a letter: Remorse opens the heart to God. The
experience itself is very painful, but later you will look
back on it with gratefulness as a light in your past.
Repentance does not mean that you should grovel

in your sin but that your heart should be softened

toward God and those around you.

From a letter: | long for you to find true repentance,
because it is the only hope for you in your struggle
against bitterness. There is no heart so hard that God
cannot touch it and melt it. I know this because there
is not one of us who has not once hardened his heart
against God. If only you could experience his great
longing and burning love for you and for each one of
us! Then you would let everything that separates you
from this great love be torn away from you, however
painful it might be.

God’s love is like water: it seeks the lowest place.
Yet we cannot make ourselves humble and lowly in
our own strength. We can see ourselves for what we
are— “filth and off-scourings” —only in the light of
God’s omnipotence, love, purity, and truth.



Once we see the darkness of sin and the horror of
separation from God, we can feel something of what
Jesus means by repentance. Yet repentance means more
than recognizing our sin; it means turning toward the
kingdom of God. It also means being ready to run
around the world in order to undo all the wrong we
have done—even though we know we cannot undo
anything. Finally, it means giving ourselves to Him

who gives forgiveness and freedom from sin.

From a letter: | am grateful that you recognize your
sin, but I plead with you to stop thinking about your-
self, your past, and your depression. You will only
become more depressed. That is not repentance. Think
of your inner being as a clear pond that mirrors the
sun, the stars, and the moon. If you stir up the mud

at the bottom, everything will become unclear and
cloudy, and the more you stir it, the cloudier it will
get. Become quiet and stand firm against the devil.
Then the water will clear again, and you will see in its

mirror Christ’s love to you and to the whole world.
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Conversion

In John 3 we read that we must be reborn of water
and the Spirit. This cannot be understood humanly, as
Nicodemus tried to understand it. Rebirth is a secret,

a mystery, a miracle. But if we believe that Jesus was
sent by God the Father, and if we believe in the power
of the Holy Spirit, he can give us rebirth. It all depends
on belief.

A decision to follow Jesus cannot be a decision to
follow him for one or two years; it must be for always.
Jesus said, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and
looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”
But if we remain faithful to him, he will wash us clean
and give us unity with God and with one another, and

he will grant us eternal life.

Those who want to follow Jesus must not only open
their hearts to him and say, “Come into my heart and
purify me”; they must also be ready to say, “I am will-
ing to do anything you ask of me.” Jesus says, “Come,
all who are heavy-burdened.” If you are willing to



Mt. 22:37-39

come to him—to let him into your heart—then you
must also be willing to let him rule you and to give up

your own will.

Discipleship demands that we drop everything, in-
cluding everything we count as positive in ourselves.
Paul was willing to lay aside the Jewish law, and we
must likewise give up our good self-image, our righ-
teousness, and our kindness, and count it all as noth-
ing for the sake of Jesus Christ.

The radicalism of Christ’s way must challenge us. He
does not want to win numbers but dedicated hearts.
And he does not promise security, either economic or
otherwise. He seeks those who want to give themselves
unreservedly to God and to their brothers, without

seeking anything for themselves.

The decision to follow Christ must be a deeply per-
sonal one. But it can never mean—as someone once
said to me, “Only Jesus and I remain.” Discipleship
must always be related to one’s brothers and sisters.
Therefore Jesus brings together the two command-
ments “Love God with all your heart, soul, and be-
ing,” and “Love your neighbor as yourself.” These two
commandments cannot be separated. It is true that a
personal religious experience must take place in one’s



innermost being, but it cannot be a lonely or selfish

experience.

The essence of faith must become clearer to us. One
may accept the teachings of the whole Bible, but with-
out meeting Jesus himself, it will be of no value. Nor
does it help to have a conviction if one has not deeply
felt and experienced Jesus’ character, his being, and his
nature. Each man must be personally confronted by

Jesus himself.

| we grasp in our hearts the fact that Jesus died for us,
it will change us completely: it will mean revolution;
it will make something new out of us to the destruc-
tion of our sinful self so that we will no longer be

slaves to it.

Part of the experience of true conversion is the willing-
ness to suffer with Christ, the suffering One. I do not

believe that true conversion is possible without this.

Discipleship means complete dedication. It demands
everything—the whole heart, the whole mind, and the
whole of life, including one’s time, energy, and prop-
erty—for the cause of love. Half-hearted Christianity is

worse than no Christianity.
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Jesus says, “By the fruits you will recognize the tree”;
that is, by the fruits of a person’s life we will recognize
whether or not he is a hypocrite. “For not everyone
who says ‘Lord, Lord’ will come into the kingdom of
God, but only those who do the will of the Father.”
Doing the will of God means showing the fruits of
repentance. Jesus also says, “I am the vine, and my
Father is the vinedresser, and every branch that does
not bear fruit, he cuts away. But those who bear fruit
he purifies so that they may bear more fruit.” Here we
see that we cannot simply be converted, baptized, and
“saved,” and live from then on without temptation. If
we are to bear good fruit, we must repent and be puri-
fied again and again.

A branch cannot bear fruit of itself—it must be
connected to the vine. In the same way, none of us
can bear fruit without a personal relationship to Jesus.
Without such a relationship we will die inwardly and
bear no fruit. And if we do not bear fruit, we will be
cut off the vine, thrown into the fire, and burned.
That is the great challenge: to remain on the vine—to

remain in Jesus.



Faith

Who is God, and how can we find him? One answer
to this question is that something of the light of God
already lies deep in each of our hearts. At times this is
to be felt only in a deep longing for goodness, justice,
purity, or faithfulness. But if such a longing turns to
faith, we will find God.

The early Christians said that if men seek God
they will find him, because he is everywhere. There is
no boundary that cannot be crossed, no hindrance that
cannot be overcome to find him. Think of Nicodemus,
who at first would not believe that he could change
in his old age. Even he found faith. We cannot excuse
ourselves for not finding faith. If we knock at the door,

it will open.

God comes to the heart of every person who has faith
that he will come, to everyone who seeks him. But we
must look for him and wait for him to come to us.

If we live our lives in dullness it will not happen. We
must first seek; only then will we find.
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|t is a miracle of faith when people find Jesus and rec-
ognize him as the Christ. We see this happen in John
4:42, when the Samaritans answer the woman who
met Jesus at the well: “We have heard him ourselves
and know that this is indeed Christ the Savior.” If only
this faith were alive here and now in our church and
among the many who thirst for something new!

To the Samaritans, Jesus was just a man—hungry,
tired, and thirsty. No ordinary person could have seen
in him the slightest trace of his identity. Who could be
blamed for failing to recognize him immediately? If we
met a complete stranger, we would not straightaway
take him to be the Savior of the world.

Jesus’ appearance was anything but that of a savior:
he was a humble man; he grew up in a small town,
came into conflict with religious leaders, and suffered a
shameful death. Therefore it is a miracle when a per-
son comes to believe in him. When we can say like the
Samaritans, “This is Christ, the Savior of the world,”

our heart has been opened and filled with light.

From a letter: |t seems that a new, green blade of living
faith is beginning to grow in your heart. Guard it, and
do not give in to the flesh, to self, or to any form of
sin. Prove to yourself, to those around you, and to God

that this is a new chapter of your life.

Faith and a good conscience are completely interoven

with one another. If we do not listen to our con-
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science, our faith will suffer shipwreck. And if we lose
faith, we lose the possibility of having a pure and liv-
ing conscience. Therefore the Apostle says that the
consciences of those who do not believe are not clean.
It is bound to be like this, because without faith the

conscience has nothing to hold on to.

| once met some people who were critical of our giv-
ing “too much” honor to Jesus. We were talking about
a saying of Jesus, and one of them asked me, “Do you
believe this because Jesus said it, or because it is true?”
I said I believed it for both reasons: because Jesus said
it and because it is true. I have always felt I should
have said more; I should have been willing to be a fool
and to say, “Even if I did not understand it, I would
still believe it, because Jesus said it.” These people were
horrified that anyone could have a childlike faith in

Jesus.

Anyone who has not been troubled by the scandal
of Christ’s suffering and his complete humiliation is

ignorant of the meaning of belief in him.

The Bible says, “God so loved the world that he gave
his only begotten Son. He was not sent to condemn
the world, but to save it.” But it also says that the
world will be judged because of its unbelief. We must
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be overwhelmed by what it means that God “so loved
the world”; then we will see how terrible it is not to
believe in him. We must ask God to be newly awak-
ened to a deeper faith and belief—to a faith that meets
all personal problems, all problems of communal life,
and ultimately the problems of the whole world.

From a letter: Peter told Jesus that he was willing to
die for him, but he still denied him three times. No
one of us can say he will have the strength to endure.
Such a thing is possible only in the power of God. He

alone can give us strength.

When people feel lonely and unsure of themselves, it
is often because they do not believe deeply enough that
God fully understands them. Paul writes that if we love
fully, we will understand as we are fully understood.
John’s words are very important, too: God loved us be-
fore we were ever able to love him. This is what must
enter our small hearts, and what we must hold on to:
the love of the great Heart which understands us fully.

W e live in a time when the whole world is in turmoil,
and we can expect even more shaking events than we
have already seen. There is only one hope, only one
thing to hold on to in every situation: Jesus and his
kingdom. In life and death, in joy and judgment, he

remains our only Savior.
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As Paul warns us, false and dangerous teachings are
widespread, also among so-called Christians. Let us
therefore remain simple and childlike in our faith in
the Son of God and the Son of Man, and let us build
our life of brotherly love on the rock of this faith.

Why are there so many people today who cannot find
faith? I think there are several reasons. Some are satis-
fied with what is happening; they are proud to be liv-
ing in a time of great culture and civilization, and they
are blind to the suffering of humankind and the whole
of creation. They have lost sight of God.

Others despair. They recognize the injustice of
mammon, and they suffer with those who are op-
pressed. But in their compassion they forget the guilt
of men—the guilt we all must bear. And if they do see
guilt, they see only the guilt of a certain class or na-
tion, not that of all men. They see the creation but not
the Creator. They, too, have lost sight of God.

Still others see the sin, guilt, and weakness of men,
but they have no heart, no patience with the op-
pressed, and they do not suffer with them. Because
they have lost sight of God, they do not hear the cry
of all creation. They have no real faith, or they have
found faith only for their own souls and not for suffer-
ing humanity.

We can find faith only if we first find God. When
we have found God, we will begin to see the need of
man from His viewpoint, and we will believe that He



Doubt
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can overcome this need. Men must recognize that God
loves the world even in our time. In the night of judg-
ment that is passing over our so-called civilization,
men need to hear that God still loves them and loves

his creation. The message of faith is a message of love.

From a letter: You will never be able to prove—even
to yourself—that Jesus exists. Belief must be an inner
experience. As long as you try to prove the object of
your belief intellectually, your efforts will stand in the
way of such an experience. I am not able to prove the
existence of Jesus—I have nothing but my living faith.
Thomas doubted that Jesus really rose from the dead;
he said, “Unless I put my hand into his wounds, I will
never believe.” Then he saw Jesus and believed. But
Jesus said, “Blessed are those who have not seen and

yet believe.”

To question God’s love and his nearness leads to death
for someone who has already given him his life. It is
good to recognize evil in oneself. But we should never
doubt God’s great mercy, even in judgment. Doubt
leads to torments that make a person feel he is living in
hell. We must be led to an ever-renewed deepening of

our faith.

Anyone who thinks he is too great a sinner—anyone
who doubts that Jesus can help him—binds himself to
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the devil. He doubts the victory of the cross, and he
hinders the Holy Spirit from entering his heart. This
doubt must be rejected. After all, the Gospel says that
Jesus carries the sin of the whole world, and that “he
who seeks will find; to him who knocks the door will
be opened.”

Christ, the living One, died on the cross to recon-
cile all things to God. This reconciliation is beyond
our human understanding. But we do know that it is
possible for each of us, and that we are called to repent
and to find it.

From a letter: The only answer to your inner torment
is faith in God. This might sound theoretical, but
faith 75 the only point where light can break into your
life. Think of the Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus
teaches his disciples to pray: he says that if you lock
yourself in your room and pray in secret, God, who
sees in secret, will reward you. Do this, and believe
that God hears you. Then you can and will find God’s
grace. There is redemption from evil if you believe.

From a letter: Jesus warns us against worry, which is
ultimately a lack of trust in the Father. Become free
from worry and care; set your heart at rest and simply
trust in God and in Jesus.

You write that it is always the little things that make
you doubt. Do not allow this to happen. God wants



to show us great things—he has been there from the
beginning and with him the Word, Christ. Everything
was created by him. Think in the great curves of God’s
creation and his eternity.

| want to encourage anyone who feels discouraged
because of having made unsuccessful attempts to fol-
low Christ. In and of ourselves we cannot follow him;
we are all equally unable. But that is because our dedi-
cation to him is not complete. Only when we empty
ourselves completely, when we give everything over

to God, can he work. As long as we work in our own
vanity, we will fail. God shows us again and again how
terribly we fail and stand in his way, as a church and as
individuals. Discipleship is not a question of our own
doing; it is a matter of making room for God so that

he can live in us.
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Dogmatism

From a letter: Mlay God give us big hearts. May we
have faith in his working in all men, though without
any mixture of spirits. May he give us a crystal-clear
faith that includes love for all people and yet mixes
with no darkness, that forgives and understands all yet
does not betray one iota of the truth.

We have to embrace the whole Christ—his sharp-
ness as well as his act of love on the cross. Christ’s love
for all men is the love of the Lamb who carries the
sin of the world. Yet he proclaims eternal damnation
as necessary for the future of God’s rulership of love,
unity, and justice. To change or weaken this would be

to misrepresent his message.

From a letter: You state that to believe this or that is
dogmatic. But such a conception is pure theology. It
is the churches that are guilty —they have given mil-
lions of people the impression that certain beliefs are
nothing but dogma, yet it is they who made them into
dogma.

We are free of any doubt about the miracles of God.
We feel completely free to believe in the miracle of



Jesus’ birth and the coming of God in Jesus. On the
other hand, we never want to lay this as a burden on
the consciences of others, and we refuse all theologi-
cal fighting over the issue. We do not doubt that Jesus
of Nazareth came directly from God and that he was
and is one with God, but we do not want to dispute
the issue on a dogmatic level. We reject all dogmatism
because it kills. We hope for and believe in the Holy
Spirit.

The birth of Christ happens again and again. Where
two or three are together in his name, where he is ac-
cepted with the same faith as Mary’s, there the living
Christ will come into being. If we believe in the Holy
Spirit, then the Word will become flesh in our hearts
and prove itself to us as the Son of God.

This becoming flesh is a reality, but the fact that
you cannot believe it makes it possible for you to par-
ticipate in a church where unjust conditions remain
unchanged. You attack social injustice, but you still
participate in a church where the love of God does
not come into the flesh and where the material world
is independent of the spiritual experience. Here lies a
deep separation between faith and experience. You call
our beliefs dogma: in actual fact, it is any religious life
that does not change life in the flesh and the economic
sphere that is dogmatic and dangerous for the inner

man.

We must become “narrow” in the right

way— “narrow’ in the sense that we live only for Christ.
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I do not mean at all that our lives should show more
religiosity. There is no one as broadhearted as the cru-
cified Christ, whose outstretched arms seek all men. It
is a matter of decisiveness in one’s heart, of living only
for Christ. If we have this decisiveness, we will have
broad hearts, though not, of course, in the worldly

sense of tolerance for anything and everything.

From a letter: The main thing is that we are united

in the things we find precious—love, openness, and
sharing—in our struggle against coercion, in our fight
against selfishness, in understanding our children, in
seeking freedom from private property, and so on. It

is for these things that we live together. We want to
follow Jesus and none other; we want to go in his foot-
steps. We want God’s kingdom to come to this earth.

You want a life free from the sins of society. Yet not
even Jesus was free from the “guilt” of using unjust
mammon. There is a difference between direct per-
sonal guilt and the collective guilt of fallen creation.
We cannot separate ourselves from collective guilt; we
would have to live alone on our own piece of land,
and we would lose all contact with our fellow men. It
is better to have a business relationship with a person
than no relationship at all.

In what sense do you mean: “Why can't we work to
reclaim the earth and help bring it back under God’s
power, instead of joining in the world’s ways of destruc-
tion?” How shall we do what you suggest except by



isolating ourselves completely from the world? Try it.
Do what you want to do. You will end up with a lot of

principles, but in complete loneliness and lovelessness.

From a letter: Principles themselves do not lead to
lovelessness, but in my experience they often lead to
disaster. I knew a man who would not use any money
or the post office or a passport, and he was jailed again
and again for not paying taxes. He was very firm in
his principles, but he ended up losing his faith in Jesus
and then all his principles too.

From a letter: \Nhere is God in your fear of using
outward religious forms? In him all was created; noth-
ing was created without him. He gave form to every-
thing we see in the beauty of the earth. Your longing to
dispense with all forms is anti-Christian. Didn't Jesus
allow himself to be baptized, and didn’t he establish
the Lord’s Supper or Meal of Remembrance?

Formal Christianity is horrifying. But you go too
far with your fears. Marriage is a form; so is the com-
mon table and the common purse. You cannot simply

fear all forms, otherwise you will not be able to live a

Christian life at all.

From a letter: N hat does it help us to share our goods
or to live in community and to be of one faith, if hu-



man souls are harmed because we have too little time
to love our brothers and sisters and to express this

love again and again? Let us watch that we never ever
become obsessed by a principle, however right and
true. By itself, the “right” principle is deadly. It kills the
soul. “Right” principles resulted in Gethsemane. They
too easily take the place that belongs only to God, his
goodness, and his grace. Our principles must be over-
shadowed by our love to one another and by the com-
passion and grace of God.
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Commitment

Many people become used to a dualism in which
their lives are divided into parts, and this is a great
strain. We find this also among so-called religious
people—perhaps especially among them. But Jesus was
absolutely single-minded. He demanded that we sell
all other jewels in order to buy the one pearl of great
price. We should not look at one thing with one eye
and try to follow him with the other. If we ponder this
deeply, each of us will realize he has to confront the
division in his own heart. We must give up all divided-
ness. We want to be of one heart and one soul both

in ourselves and with our neighbor. It is a question of
life and death. Unless we find singleness of heart and

mind, our dividedness will tear us to pieces.

From a letter: \Ne must be prepared to stand by our
own convictions, even to suffer death for the sake
of Jesus. In the Hutterite Chronicle* there is a story

about a sixteen-year-old boy, the son of a miller, who

* The Chronicle of the Hutterian Brethren, Vol. I (Vienna, 1923; English
translation, Rifton, NY: 1987), a history of the Hutterites and other Ana-
baptists of 16th century Europe. (See pp. 64-65.)
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converted to the Anabaptist way of life. When he

was caught and sentenced to be beheaded, a wealthy
nobleman offered to take him and raise him as his own
son, if he would only recant. But the boy kept faith
with God and was executed. If discipleship is really
the way we want to go, we must be prepared for such
sacrifice—however hard it is, and in spite of ourselves

and our failures.

A promise made to God cannot be made on the
strength of human faithfulness. We must depend on
God’s faithfulness. No one is strong enough in his own
strength to endure, for instance, what the early Chris-
tian martyrs and others throughout history endured;
but God is faithful. If we give ourselves to him, his
angels will fight for us.

Do we still have our first love to Jesus, our readiness to
give everything, even to face death for his sake? Today
we have house and home, but we do not know what
the future will bring. The times are very uncertain. In
the course of our Bruderhof history we have had to go
from one country to another. We can offer no human
security. Jesus promises his disciples that they will be
persecuted and that they will suffer. We can promise

nothing better. Our only security is Jesus himself.



Ps. 28.1

We must not forget that Jesus taught us a way of com-
plete love—a way that means loving even our enemies
and praying for those who persecute us. As disciples of
Jesus we are not promised good days only. We must be
prepared for persecution. Throughout history people
have been killed for their convictions. We should be
thankful that we have been protected till now, but we

should also be ready to suffer for our faith.

A\ Christian’s commitment to Christ cannot be
changed through circumstances. This must be quite
clear. For us at the Bruderhof, the larger protection of
the church community might be taken away at any
time. But even if through persecution only one per-
son from our communities were left, he would still be

bound to his commitments.

I£ we love God with all our heart, soul, and being—if
we live our lives for the sake of his honor and for the
kingdom of God —then we can speak of him with as-
surance in our prayers as “My Lord, my Rock.” It does
not matter if we have enemies or what those enemies

say about us. We will hear the voice of God in our

hearts and be faichful.

We must be faithful zo the end. For a Christian the
most dangerous time is the middle of life. At the



beginning, when our faith is new, God may seem espe-
cially near to us. After a few years, however, lukewarm-
ness often sets in. If we are dedicated, God will carry
us through our middle years, though we must still be
watchful. But let us not have fear. If we are true to

God, nothing can separate us from his peace.
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The Lower Nature

| sometimes wonder whether we have not become too
worldly in certain things. Do sports, business matters,
and concern for money fill our hearts too much? These
are obvious “worldly” distractions or temptations. But
there is also a danger that even the gifts God gives us,
such as the beauties of nature or the joys of human

love, can become a substitute for the real experience of

Christ.

The Letter to the Hebrews clearly states that Jesus was
tempted just like any other human being. When Jesus
was tempted in the wilderness, Satan came to him and
used words from scripture to tempt him. Only after
the third temptation did Jesus recognize him and say,
“Begone, Satan.”

At one time the idea of Jesus being tempted seemed
blasphemous to me. Yet now I see that there is no
question: hewas tempted like any other human being.
That is what the Gospel says. In spite of this, it is clear
that Jesus never sinned.

Where does temptation end and sin begin? If we are

* For this section extensive use has been made of the author's book Freedom

from Sinful Thoughts (Plough, 1973).



2 Cor. 10:5

plagued or tempted by evil thoughts, that in itself is
not sinning. For instance, if an impure thought comes
to us and we reject it, that is not sin. But if we buy a
dirty magazine in order to indulge in sexual fantasies,
that is sin.

It is a question of what we do when temptation
comes—what attitude we take. When Jesus was tempt-
ed by Satan, he had an answer for him each time. That
is what we have to pray for: an answer to every tempta-
tion.

We will never be completely free of temptation—
we should not even expect it; Jesus himself never
reached this state. But we should ask God to protect
us in temptation and to give us the right answer to the

Tempter each time.

From a letter: | cannot say it sharply enough: if you
flaunt your form or hair, or if you dress so as to tempt
another person to an impure look, you commit a sin
worthy of church discipline. Jesus says in the Sermon
on the Mount that anyone who casts an impure look
at another is guilty. But if you willingly and intention-
ally bring another into that temptation, you are just as

guilty.

Paul describes the believer's fight against evil thoughts
as a victorious one in which every thought is “taken

captive to obey Christ.” Paul takes for granted that



Heb. 4:15

Heb. 5:7

men have arguments and obstacles in their minds and

that these must be taken captive to obey Christ. All of
us must fight this battle. We should not be surprised if
we are tempted; it is part of life.

The wonderful thing about Paul’s words is his cer-
tainty that these thoughts can be taken captive to obey
Christ. Of course, victory is not always easy. We must
face the fact that a war between good and evil is being
waged continually for all of humankind. It has been
going on ever since man’s fall, especially since Christ’s
death and the coming down of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost. If someone is tormented by evil thoughts,
he should remember that the spiritual battle is much
greater than that in his own heart. It is greater even
than that of the whole church.

The Enemy is very real, and if we recognize this, we
will not be lukewarm. But Christ is also very real. To

find true freedom of heart, we need to experience him.

W know from the Letter to the Hebrews that Jesus
was tempted as we are; he did not sin, but he under-
stands us in our temptation and need. Everyone—
every brother and sister, and every young or old per-
son—should know that we have a High Priest, a King,
a Master who understands. Hebrews 5:7 says, “In the
days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplica-
tions with loud cries and tears to him who was able to
save him.” All of us are guilty of sins in the past, so we
should all feel like coming before God in prayer “with



loud cries and tears” and turning to him in the faith

that he can save us and all those for whom we pray.

If we think evil thoughts deliberately, be they thoughts
of power over other people, of impurity, of hatred, or
of any other such evil, we will act on them some day.
But it is very different if we are tormented by ideas,
images, or thoughts we really do not want and would
give anything to have a pure heart instead. With our
own will it is never possible to make ourselves pure.
When we are cramped up inside against something
evil, it can even lead to that evil having greater power
over us. But we should never forget that God sees
deeper than we do. Even if we sink further and further
into evil thoughts that we do not actually want, God
will see we do not want them, and he will help us.

Even Jesus was tempted by the devil. But he overcame
all evil by fully trusting his Father. You will be tempted
t00, and when you are, all that matters will be whether
or not you completely trust Jesus and the power of the
cross. Unless you put your trust and belief in Jesus,

you will be defeated.

The feeling of being forsaken by God brings the most
dreadful suffering. And for the Son of God to feel this

as he died must have been such a fearful experience



Lk. 23:46

Sin

that we cannot grasp it. Yet in spite of it Jesus cried
out, “Father, into thy hands I give my spirit.”

Here we find the crowning of faith. Jesus™ experi-
ence of godforsakenness did not take away the trust
and faith he had in his and our Father; he gave his
spirit into his hands.

If we want to be healed of the wounds made by
Satan’s tricks and arrows— by evil feelings, thoughts,
or ideas—we must have the same absolute trust in Jesus
as he had in God, so that even if we feel nothing yet,
we give ourselves absolutely and without reserve to
him with all we are and have. Ultimately, all we have
is our sin. But we must lay our sin before him in trust.
Then he will give us forgiveness, cleansing, and peace

of heart; and these lead to a love that cannot be

described.

When depression or anything other than Jesus threat-
ens to rule our hearts, we must go to Jesus. There we
will find victory and peace. I am quite sure that at the
cross we can be victorious over all things that come to

us in life, whatever they may be.

Moany people no longer know what a good conscience
is; they are burdened daily with the sins of our time.
We must take care to keep our consciences pure, and
we must do this from childhood on. Once we get used
to living with a bad conscience, we will lose everything:

our relationship with God and our love to others.



Heb. 5:7

Mt. 16:24
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Which of us takes our struggle with sin so seriously
that we fight with loud cries and tears? Jesus did. No
one has ever fought like Jesus—no one. The devil
wanted no heart more than his. And because he fought
much harder than any one of us will ever have to fight,
he understands our struggles. Of that we can be sure.
But we do have to fight. Jesus says that those who
want to follow him must take up their cross as he took
up his. I want to challenge everyone to fight as Jesus

fought—to fight until death.

Paul the Apostle spoke of himself as the greatest sin-
ner. These were not just pious words; he really meant
them. He had persecuted the early church and was
responsible for many martyrs’ deaths, and he knew he
was an enemy of God.

At Pentecost the people in Jerusalem also saw them-
selves as sinners—they did not feel they were good.
They were “cut to the heart,” and when the Holy
Spirit came to them, they did not feel worthy of it. In
fact, they saw themselves as the murderers of Christ.
But because of this recognition, God could use them.
If we want to be used by God, we must not talk and
preach to one another about love without recognizing

that each one of us, too, is actually a sinner.

Sin is not only a matter of our lower nature. We all

have to fight our lower nature, but some people go



Lk. 5:31-32

Mt. 8:12

further and fall into satanic sin. Satanic sin is wanting
praise for oneself and wanting the glory that belongs
only to God. It is the desire for power over the souls
and bodies of others so as to be adored, and ultimately
it is the desire to be God. It is the way of the Anti-
christ.

If we give ourselves to satanic sin, all the sins of our
lower nature will show themselves too: impurity, mam-
monism, hypocrisy, envy, hatred, brutality, and finally

murder.

From a letter: | thank you for your long and full ac-
count of your life and for your attempt to confess your

sins fully. I have deep compassion with you when I

hear about your difficult childhood. When I think
what a blessed childhood I myself had, I feel ashamed;
God will surely ask more of me than of you.

Your past makes me think of Jesus’ words, “I came
not for the healthy and the just, but for the sick and
the sinners.” Do not forget this; hold on to it through
all hours of need and temptation.

Dear brother, we need to see and experience the
whole Gospel: the exceedingly great love of Jesus to the
sinner, for whom he died, but also the sharpness of his
parables and his shaking words for those who do not
repent: “There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

Revelation 22:12-15 contains the essence of the
whole Gospel: it tells of the wages paid to everyone
who has done good works and of the blessing given to



Rev. 22:15
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everyone who has purified his garments in the blood
of the Lamb. But then comes a sharpness which we
cannot soften: “Outside are dogs, sorcerers, and forni-
cators; murderers and idolaters; and all who love and

practice deceit.”

|f we give our hearts to evil, the devil will enter us and
rule us. He does this whenever we make our own gods.
For the ancient Jews it was a golden calf. Today mam-
mon— the dollar—has become a god. Therefore God’s
First Commandment is to love him with all our heart,
mind, and being. Of course, it is impossible to fulfill
this commandment without really trusting God—
without being able to believe that only good comes
from him and that he always means it well with us, on
the condition that we do his will.

Jesus’ second commandment, which is as impor-
tant as the first, is to love our neighbor as ourselves.
The devil will always whisper to us and tell us not to
trust our neighbor, and if we listen to him, division,
mistrust, and sin will enter our relationships. Here in
America we see this especially in racism. But we see it
over the whole earth: in war and in every human heart

where there is hatred against another.

There is nothing you can hide from God. You might
hide your sins from others, but ultimately they will all
come to light, including your secret thoughts. Whether



Lk. 9:55-56

Acts 5:4

an evil thought is a sin or not depends on whether you
entertain it or take a stand against it. Luther said that
evil thoughts come like birds flying over our heads. We
cannot help that. But if we allow them to build nests

on our heads, then we are responsible for them.

From a letter: | plead with you to turn away for the
rest of your life from all hardness and cruelty, espe-
cially cruelty toward children and sick or weak people.
What did Jesus say to his disciples when they wanted
to call down fire from heaven to destroy the village
that refused to take them in? He was shocked by their
hard, unchildlike spirit and rebuked them: “You do
not know to what spirit you belong. The Son of Man
did not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.”

Think always of Jesus; then your heart will change.

From a letter: | do not understand why you came to
the church and lied. When Ananias and Sapphira came
to join the church at Jerusalem but held back their
money dishonestly, Peter asked them, “How did you
contrive such an act in your hearts? You have lied not
to men but to God.” He also told them they could
have stayed away from the church and kept what they
had for themselves.

Why do you come to join us if at the same time you
burden your conscience by lying to God and to us?
You will have to give an account for this. Man’s destiny



Heb. 9:27
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is to die; after that he must be judged by God. If you
do not want to face judgment now, you will have to
face it later. We will not force you. Hebrews 10:26-27
says, “If we remain willingly in our sin after we have
recognized the truth, there will be no sacrifice for us
anymore, but only the expectation of terrible judgment
and the wrath of fire.”

Hebrews 12:15 says that no one should forfeit the
hour of God’s grace. You are free to continue playing
with God, but then we can have nothing to do with
you, and you will have to answer to God alone. There
is still a chance for you to turn around!

There is no condemnation for those who are united
with Jesus Christ, because in him the life-giving law

of the Spirit has set you free from the law of sin and
death.” This is such a joyful thought—all sin is over-
come. But if we look at our own experience we see that
it is not overcome everywhere, and the reason is simply
that we are not living in Christ Jesus but in our old
nature. It is an illusion to think that we do not have
this lower nature. We have come into the world with
it, and we ourselves cannot change it, even with the
best intentions. But Christ can change it if we trust
him and give ourselves unconditionally to him.

“Those who live on the level of their lower nature
have their outlook formed by it.” We experience this
again and again: people whose outlook is based on
their lower nature come forth with hatred, jealousy,



Rom. 8:7-8
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and envy—as if Christ had not come, as if he had not
died on the cross, as if his sacrifice was in vain. This is
extremely painful. Paul says, “The outlook of the lower
nature is enmity with God. It is not subject to the law
of God; indeed it cannot be: those who live on such

a level cannot possibly please God.” It cannot be put
more strongly: those who cannot overcome their de-
sires may mean no evil, but in actual fact their lives are
hostile to God. They are not subject to his law. This
goes for anyone who lives in impurity, hatred, jealousy,
deceit, or other sinfulness. It is impossible for him to

please God.

Paul speaks in Romans 8 about the lower or fleshly
nature, and we must be clear that this includes our de-
sires for food, comfort, and sex. All must be subject to
the Spirit. We need food and housing, and we affirm
sex within marriage, but if these things rule us instead
of Christ, we are sinning. God knows that we need
food on the table every day, but that must not rule

us; we must not become dependent on good food or
spoil our children and ourselves. Food is just a simple
example, of course. If we are ruled by anything but
Christ, even spiritual things—religious thinking and
reading—we are living by the flesh. Even if we were

to adhere to the most self-mortifying philosophy, like
that of the Buddha, it would still be fleshly, because we
would be blowing up our pride by putting ourselves in

the center instead of Christ.
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Everything depends on whether we are completely giv-
en over to Christ. Romans 8:9 says that he who does
not have the spirit of Christ is not even a Christian.
Yet we cannot acquire it ourselves; we can only receive
it by giving ourselves to him. The Gospel says that
“everyone who asks receives. .. to him who knocks, the
door will be opened.” In other words, he who asks will
receive living water without needing to pay anything.
We have great compassion with people who struggle
in vain, year in and year out, to overcome their weak-
nesses, but at the same time we must admit that
actually they are guilty. There is no excuse for them,
because they do not give themselves in faith to Christ.
As Paul writes, “There is no condemnation for those
who are united with Christ Jesus, because in him the
life-giving law of the Spirit has set us free from the law
of sin and death.” This possibility is open to everyone.
We cannot hide from God and say, “We are too weak,”
or “We want to change, but cannot.” Ultimately these

excuses have no foundation. Paul continues:

It follows, my friends, that our lower nature has
no claim upon us; we are not obliged to live on
that level. If you do so, you must die. But if by
the Spirit you put to death all the base pursuits
of the body, you will live.

These are very strong words. Who can really say that
the lower nature has no claim on him? Such freedom



from sin depends on absolute dedication to Christ. We
must put to death every form of sin. Then it will be
impossible for jealousy, hatred, impurity, lying, or any

other sin to be victorious in us.

There are people who do not break with sin because
they think they cannot. But that is an untruth. Jesus
Christ is always there, and so is the Holy Spirit, and if
any soul really cries out to God, the Spirit will speak to
God for him. So there is no excuse whatsoever not to
stop sinning. There is no one who has as much com-
passion and love for sinners as Jesus, but he does not
excuse sin. Let us plead that everyone may find free-

dom from sin in Christ Jesus.

Self-pity and pride, which are closely related, have
nothing to do with the cross. Both of them are con-
cerned only with me, me, me. We must turn away
from them, otherwise we cannot experience complete
victory over our sinfulness. It is said that in the time
of the early church, the demons cried out, “Who is
he that robs us of our power?” The believers answered
with the exultant shout of victory, “Christ, the cruci-
fied!”* That should be our proclamation.

* Eberhard Arnold, ed., The Early Christians (Rifton, NY: Plough, 1970),
p. 8.



Jn. 13:34
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Love one another” is one of the most important com-
mandments of Jesus, and we cannot take it seriously
enough. There are other commandments that we must
obey too: we should not love money; we should not
commit adultery; we should not defile the flesh; and
there are many other sins we must avoid. Yet Christ’s
greatest command is love. And therefore I think love-

lessness is the greatest sin.

God will judge all forms of lovelessness, but especially
contempt—the act of making someone believe he is a
fool. Christ says, “Anyone who nurses anger against

his brother must be brought to judgment...and if he
sneers at him, he will have to answer for it in the fires
of hell.” Who has never been angry with his brother, or
never sneered at him? Who has never spoken degrad-
ingly of another? Christ challenges us to live in perfect

love.

From a letter: | feel guilty of being too harsh and even
angry at times with my brothers and sisters. We must
learn from Jesus how to be kind and gentle. On the
other hand, we must never be wishy-washy; our com-

passion must always be mixed with the salt of Christ.

The idea that we are “in the world” but not “of the
world” cannot be understood by the intellect alone.



Jn. 17:15-16
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Certainly, we will remain in the world as long as we
live. But we are not to be “of it.” Some people say
dancing is “of the world” or “of the flesh.” Others say
it is worldly to wear short dresses. Still others say that
alcohol is worldly, or that certain music or certain cars
are. There are many so-called worldly things. If we

are living in the Holy Spirit, we will feel in our hearts
those things of the world which we must give up. May
we not desire what is of the flesh; but may we be saved
from making rules and regulations to prevent worldli-
ness! May God show us what is of the Holy Spirit and
what is of the spirit of the world.

If we had only the Law, we could still hate someone
even if we didn’t kill him; we could still think evil
thoughts of someone without shedding blood. But
that is not enough. As Paul rightly says, the Law can
never change our hearts. It is Jesus who must live in
us. Through him we can love our enemy, and through
him we can fill our hearts with thoughts of God.

From a letter: You need to become absolutely deter-
mined to follow Jesus. It is not true that you are too
weak to overcome sin—that is a lie of the devil. In Jesus
itZs possible to overcome sin. That is why he died on

the cross. Live totally for him.

[49
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice,

blessed are those who are merciful, blessed are those



Confession

who are pure in heart.” To be pure in heart is perhaps
the hardest. It is easier to hunger and thirst for righ-
teousness or to be compassionate or merciful. We our-
selves cannot make our hearts pure.

Only children have pure hearts, and therefore Jesus
says that we must become like children. Yet we know
that even if we strive to become like children, things
that are not of God —impurity, envy, and vanity—
enter our hearts continually, and so we need to be

purified again and again by Christ.

From a letter: | have deep understanding for anyone
who feels oppressed and burdened by sins of the past
and has a longing to confess them. But confession
itself is no help. People pay a lot of money to tell
psychiatrists all their sufferings and sins, and these
psychiatrists help them to find ways of quietening their
consciences. But psychiatry alone does not bring true
freedom.

You say you have confessed your sins but not found
freedom. You will find it only when you confess your
sins in faith: faith in God and in the cross of Jesus
Christ, who died for the world’s sins. All other confes-
sion consists of simply unloading your burdens onto
another person, and later the burden will just come
back. Peace is found only by those for whom confes-
sion of sins is bound together with a living faith. I wish
you this faith.



Mt. 16:23

With regard to confession: every conscious sin should
be confessed, but this does not mean digging in the
subconscious for every little thing. Where God tells

us through our conscience that something is wrong,
we should confess it and clear it up so that it can be
forgiven. But confession should not make us self-cen-

tered; we want to find Jesus, not ourselves.

From a letter: You ask which evil thoughts one ought
to confess. Every human being has thoughts come to
him to which he must say, “Get behind me, Satan!” If
you meet evil thoughts with this attitude you do not
need to confess them, though you should forget them
as soon as possible. Even if you have to fight against
an evil thought for some moments before you reject
it, you do not necessarily have to confess it. But if you
give in to an evil thought and let it become part of
you, you should confess it. I would advise you not to
occupy yourself too long with your thoughts.

From a letter: | uphold the sanctity of private confes-
sion in the fear of God, and I do not think it right

if people who unburden their sins are then labelled
because of them. However, in keeping the secrecy of
confession, there is a point at which I would be sin-

ning if I kept what I heard to myself. When a member



Spiritual Pride

Mt. 6:3

of the church has committed a serious sin such as for-
nication or adultery—or even murder (which has never
yet happened to us)—I would feel I was betraying God
if I kept quiet about it.

The Bible says we must fight against the flesh, and
people usually understand this to mean our sexuality,
or perhaps excessive food and drink. But that is not
the only meaning of the word “flesh.” Certainly, sexual
impurity and a luxurious lifestyle are “of the flesh,” but
so is the ego, and so is spiritual pride and everything
else in us that is not of Christ.

We must ask God that the flesh in us— particularly
our pride—may die. If we are proud, God cannot come
to us. Pride is the worst form of the flesh, because it

leaves no room in the heart for God.

Jesus warns us very sharply against false piety—against
wanting to be seen by others as “spiritual” or “good.”
All who want such recognition will find no reward in
heaven. In being honored by others they have their
reward already now. The same applies to people who
do deeds of love and make a show of it. Christ says
that the left hand should not know what the right
hand does.



Lk. 6:24-25

\We all have within us the desire to be liked, respected,
or honored for our goodness. But Jesus warns us
against this temptation and says that our piety should
not be paraded before men. God sees what is hidden,

and he will reward it.

A\s soon as we feel that we are something special or
that we have something special to represent to others,
we are in danger of losing everything we have received
from God. No matter what we have experienced of
God, we ourselves are still spiritually poor. There is a
religious truth in Jesus’ words, “Woe to the rich; woe
to those who have much.” As soon as we hold to our
own recognitions of truth instead of to the living God,
our religious experience will become like a cold stone
in our hands. Even the deepest or richest spiritual ex-
perience will die if it becomes a thing in itself.

From a letter: Dear brother, you have been proud of
your work; you have thought little of your brothers
and sisters, and you have lived in false humility, which
is the deadliest form of spiritual pride. There is no
question that you are gifted, that you are strong, that
you are smart, and that you can get a lot done, but
that is not the issue. We do not live together on ac-
count of these gifts. They are all mortal and will pass



Mt. 5-7
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away. What lasts forever is humility and love—love,
the incorruptible “treasure in heaven” of which Jesus
speaks in the Sermon on the Mount.

When John the Baptist did not eat, the people
despised him, and when Jesus ate and drank, they
despised him too. Looking at one’s brothers and sisters
as if through a microscope to find something to criti-
cize can bring complete destruction to a community.
Let us not expect of others what we do not expect of

ourselves.

From a letter: Dear sister, turn away from your
opinionatedness and your need to be in the right. How
different things would be if you had a humble, listen-
ing ear. When we speak, let us be open to the heart of
the other. Let us share with one another and listen to
one another. Ultimately we have to see that we are all

stumbling blocks. Only God is good.

From a letter: Your way of judging people to be either
great or insignificant, weak or strong, is completely
unchristian. Do you think the apostles were strong?
They were poor in spirit. Peter was without doubt a
coward when he denied Jesus three times, and his story
has been told through all the centuries. He was not
ashamed that his betrayal was recorded in each of the



Mt. 5:3-12

Gospels, even though he repented for it his whole life
long. You want to be great; you want to be strong, but
by it you do an injustice to your brothers and sisters.
When Jesus comes close to people, he looks at what
is in their hearts. He has compassion with the sinner.
But he never calls sin good; he judges it. You must
cleanse your heart of all critical thoughts, all jealousy,
and all hatred, and you must stop classifying people.
I think of you with great love.

From a letter: Do not fear that you can never be freed
from pride and envy. You can be freed. But first you
must see how much greater Jesus is than all your sins,
and then he can take them away. Ask yourself, “What
is there still in me that hinders Jesus from overwhelm-
ing me fully?” For Jesus to fill your heart, it must

first be empty. Read the Beatitudes: they begin with
“Blessed are the poor in spirit.” That means becoming

completely empty and powerless before Jesus.

From a letter: The more deeply you recognize that
your pride cuts you off from God, the deeper the peace
you will find. The pride you have in your wealth of
knowledge is your greatest enemy. If only you would
recognize how poor and miserable you actually are,
dear brother, and how wretched you are in your sin! I

wish you true repentance.



cf. Lk. 7:47
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From a letter: | cannot say it strongly enough: your
spiritual pride—your listening to God’s Word in order
to be exalted, instead of to be judged and given new
life—is completely opposed to the way of Jesus. Give
up your religious vanity. It leads to death.

From a letter: | believe that your bondage to sin has its
roots in a terrible self-righteousness and pride. When
you see little wrongs in others you feel spiritually great.
It should be the other way around. As Christians we
should be lowly and remember that whoever is for-
given much loves much. Pride is a poisonous root that
draws love to itself and away from Jesus and our broth-
ers. If we are humble, the root will die, because it will

find no food and water in our hearts.

In Paul’s time some believers proclaimed Christ out
of jealousy and a quarrelsome spirit, not out of good-
will. This was terrible, and it came about because they
wanted human honor. Let us become humble and
recognize that all human honor takes honor away from
God, to whom alone it belongs. Let us honor no one
but God, and let us never accept honor for ourselves.
What matters is that God works in us, inspiring
both our will and deed. For him to do this we must
give ourselves to him and give up all self-glory and

honor.



Self

Those whose thoughts turn only around themselves
forget that Christianity has an objective content.
Christianity is a cause for which a person must com-
pletely forget himself and his little ego.

When we put ourselves in the center we make God
out to be very small. It is important to recognize that
he exists even without us. His cause is so very much
greater than our existence. It is wonderful if we are
used for God’s cause, but it would exist even if we were

not there.

The best way to experience nothing is to keep looking
into yourself. But the more you are able to look out-
ward and forget yourself, the more you can be changed
by God. There are some people (and I have great pity
on them) who are inclined to watch themselves con-
stantly, as if in a mirror, and because of this they are
often unnecessarily tense and cannot hear what God is

saying to them.

W cannot redeem ourselves or better ourselves in
our own strength. All we can do is to give ourselves
completely to God. When we give ourselves to him
without reserve, he helps us. That is our faith, our be-
lief, and our experience. Self-redemption is out of the

question, and here we must recognize the limitations



1Cor. 11:31

of psychology and psychiatry. We do not reject them
completely, but they are limited. God is far greater.

From a letter: |f you look at yourself honestly you will
see pride, impurity, selfishness, and all kinds of evil.
Don't look at yourself. Look to Christ. There you will

find a perfect character.

From a letter: Turn away from yourself, the fear of
your sin, and your fear of having possibly sinned.
Open yourself to God and his church. He is not so
unmerciful that you need to live in constant fear.

You are inclined to analyze and judge yourself in a
way that does not free you. There is a sense in which
judging yourself can make you free: Paul says that he
who judges himself will not be judged. But there is
a certain self-judgment which brings terrible depres-
sion and leads away from God. The difference lies
in whether or not you have a childlike faith in Jesus
Christ, who wants to free us from all sin. Judge your-
self in this faith and there will be a blessing on it. The
way you are judging yourself now could make you
mentally ill and even lead to complete disaster.

It may be that you have a strong inclination to this
or that sin, but this tendency is there to some extent in

every person—and every person has to die to it. Every-



Heb. 5:7-9

thing depends on believing that Christ died for your
sins. Read Hebrews 5:7-9 with a childlike heart:

In the days of Christ’s earthly life he offered up
prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to
God, who was able to deliver him from the grave.
Because of his humble submission, his prayer was
heard: Son though he was, he learned obedience
in the school of suffering, and, once perfected,
became the source of eternal salvation for all who
obey him.

If you really believe this, you can find healing.

From a letter: |f we think of how much Jesus does for
us each day, it should keep us faithfully seeking him
again and again. You feel you have nothing to give
Jesus in return. But even if you have to recognize your
selfishness and your lack of love, I do not think your
depression is right. The early Christians said that there
is a sorrow that leads to God and a sorrow that leads to
the devil. If you think deeply about these words, you
will turn from all depression that hinders love.

From a letter: Please give up your wanting to be loved.
It is the opposite of Christianity. The prayer of St.

Francis says, “Grant that I may not so much seek to be



loved as to love.” As long as you seek to be loved, you
will never find peace. You will always find reasons for
envy, but its real root is self-love. It is your wanting to
be loved that is your downfall. You can change; there is
no reason for despair. But you must learn to love your

neighbor as yourself.



Mt. 5:8

Mt. 5:27-29

Purity

From a letter: Jesus says, “Blessed are the pure of
heart.” This is the only answer to your question about
relationships between young men and women. The
fight against the Tempter goes on everywhere. Jesus
says we should rather pluck out an eye than look lust-
fully at a woman. Only this attitude can give us a pure
heart. We cannot make our hearts pure with our own
efforts, but we can take this attitude, and then God

will help us to victory.

Purity of heart comes as a gift from God, and the
church must fight to protect it. We oppose lust just

as much as we oppose private property and the spirit
of murder. Purity is God’s will, and every wedding in
the church must be a testimony to it, as also the life of
every member. Purity is a blessing. Whether it is given
in a marriage or to a single person, a great grace lies

on a pure life.

We must not underestimate the armies of impure
spirits that drive man to evil. When we play with



impurity, we put ourselves under the dominion of
demons, and our sexuality—which is meant to be a
wonderful experience of God —becomes a terrible and
life-destroying experience. This is true not only in
prostitution, but also when a person satisfies himself
through committing impure acts on his own body. A
man should not think he can indulge in masturba-
tion without suffering harm from it; he hurts God
and himself in doing so. He allows evil spirits to dwell
within him—devils of whose cruel character he has no
inkling—and an atmosphere of evil will come from

him.

The blatant impurity shown on television and in
magazines and movies is a publicly committed crime,
and we must protest it. It ruins the souls of children
and young people. Everything has become permissi-
ble—one thinks, for instance, of how homosexual acts
have been legalized —and it has done terrific harm to
the purity of the young. Something in the conscience
of man has been killed.

In the end, lust leads to murder—just think of the
limitless numbers of abortions that have taken place
since it became legal. And think of the mental agony
that young girls and women suffer who are guilty of
killing the child in their womb. The number of mental
breakdowns that result from this are incalculable. Jesus
is the only answer to all this, and we must unitedly
testify to his way in a world that has grown very dark.



When a person gratifies sexual impulses on his own
body, he harms his soul, which is made in God’s im-
age. It is desecration to employ something destined for
a sublime end in a manner contrary to that destiny. In
the same way that royalty would be debased by being
enslaved, so man debases his noble destiny as an image

of God when he abuses his own body sexually.

From a letter: Dear brother, it is not necessary for your
whole life to be cramped up in a struggle for personal
purity. But you must give up all secret attraction to
impurity. That is where your inner cramping comes
from. Jesus can free you completely of this. If you
know you are utterly dependent on him, then there is
hope for you.

From a letter: Dear sister, it seems to me that there is
an atmosphere of eroticism around you, and I want

to warn you about this. There is nothing surprising
about the fact that the powers of eroticism and sex are
problems any person has to face, and you are no differ-
ent from anyone else. But I plead with you to value the
gift of purity —the light of absolute chastity and virgin-
ity. Do not let the smallest shadow of an overly casual
relationship with boys or men come into your life, also
not in the way you dress or the way you walk. Please

take this advice as from someone who loves you.



From a letter: Dear brother, you say you have not
resisted evil, especially in the area of sex. It is of great
importance that you take a stand for Jesus’ sake. I
know it is often hard to do, especially at college. But

as the times become more and more corrupt, it will be
necessary to have a strong character and say “No” to
things which the general public approves of. I wish you
the courage to do this.

From a letter: You must seck a pure heart. Then you
will stop sinning when impure images or your imagi-
nation or anything else tempts you.

You recognize that you must break away from these
things, but you also acknowledge that you were play-
ing around with them. That is sinful. Apathy and
indifference will only weaken your stand against temp-
tation. In the end it boils down to whether or not your
life is founded on Jesus. You will find a pure heart only

in him.



In. 1411

Jn. 6:53

Jn. 6:67-69

Trust

Why is it so hard to believe Christ and trust him
completely? Christ wants to give us his life and spirit,
and if we look to him for only a moment, our hearts
tell us: Here is one we can trust. Yet each of us knows
feelings of fear and anxiety. Something in us seeks
Christ, and at the same time something in us wants to
serve self and is unwilling to surrender to him com-
pletely. But that is what we must do, for the Gospel
says “trust and believe.” It is not enough to give Christ
what is good in us, or to give him our sins, or to bring
him our burdens. He wants our entire selves. If we do
not give ourselves to him completely—if we hold on to
our reservations—we will never find the full inner free-
dom and peace promised in the Gospel. We must give
Christ our innermost being,.

Often the power of darkness puts fear into our
hearts and keeps us from full dedication to God. When
Jesus said in the synagogue, “Unless you eat my flesh
and drink my blood, you can have no life,” even his
followers found these words hard to accept, and many
of them left him. But when Jesus asked the Twelve,
“Will you also leave me?” Peter responded, “Lord, to
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
We have faith, and we know that you are the holy One



of God.” Such faith must live in us too—

in our hearts, our souls, and our whole being. It must
become a reality in us again and again: not a religious
system, not a theory, but the knowledge that we can
trust Jesus completely and give him everything—our
whole lives—for all eternity. It is not necessary for us to
understand everything intellectually. It is much more
important to experience trust and faith in our hearts
and being.

Apart from Jesus we will find no peace. Where he is,
there is God. He is there even for those who leave him,
as did many people in his time who found his words
too difficult to accept. Therefore we pray for ourselves
and for them, “Lord, help us. Come into this world.
We need thee, thy flesh, thy spirit, thy death and life,
and thy message for the whole creation.”

W should fear neither our enemies nor the slander

and persecution that may come to us. We should trust
in Jesus. He was also slandered and persecuted. We do
not want anything better. If we turn in complete trust
and love to Jesus, I feel absolutely sure that we will be

kept under the loving protection of God.

We must believe and trust that Jesus is the answer to
all our perplexities, problems, and anxieties. I have not
always trusted Jesus enough, but I recognize my lack of
trust as sin. Life is not without perplexities or anxiet-

ies. Yet we know where to turn. It is very simple: if you



Jn. 1421

don’t understand something, trust Jesus. This is not
always easy; sometimes it costs an inner fight to do so
wholeheartedly. But Jesus says, “Trust in God and trust
also in me.” That is the only answer.

From a letter: | would advise you not to puzzle too
much about difficult questions of faith, such as why
God might use a man whom he loves as a tool of his
wrath. We do not know enough about God’s love. The
only answer to such questions is complete, uncondi-

tional trust.

From a letter: Even when we are in inner need we
must forget ourselves and give ourselves in daily service
to those around us. Then God will help us. It is not
necessarily good for us to keep on talking about our
problems or to share our difficulties again and again.
God knows what we need before we ask him. Trust in

him like a child. Then he will help you.

|f we feel tempted to lose trust in each other because
of struggles we have gone through, or for any other
reason, we must find inner quiet. We must have an
attitude of trusting dedication to Jesus that says, “not
my will, but Thy will” and makes us absolutely quiet
inwardly. Without this strengthening trust, I person-
ally could not go through one day. The Bruderhof will



Rev. 21:4

pass away; we will all pass away; ultimately, Jesus alone

will be victor.

From a letter: | know from mothers of little children
that they are sometimes afraid of the terrible things
that may happen to their children in today’s world.
I can put myself in their shoes very well. My first
children were born during the bombing of England
in World War II, when bombers passed over us every
night. Twice bombs dropped nearby—one on our
land, and one in the next village. But greater than our
fear of bombs was our fear that Hitler would conquer
England. For us adults that would have meant death,
and it brought unspeakable inner need to me when I
thought about what would happen to our children.
We are not living in fear of bombers now, but our
time7s one of great suffering and death. It is entirely
possible that many of us—including parents of little
children—may one day have to suffer and die for our
faith. I beg you—from the depths of my heart—to trust
God completely. There are many frightening passages
in the Bible, especially in the Revelation of John. But
even there it says that God himself will wipe away the
tears of all those who have suffered. We must really
believe that Jesus came not to bring judgment but to

bring salvation:

God loved the world so much that he gave his
only Son, that everyone who has faith in him

may not die but have eternal life. It was not to



J. 3:16-17

Rev. 21:1

judge the world that God sent his Son into the
world, but that through him the world might be

saved.

Here we see the indescribable longing of God to save
humankind. At the end we shall be one with God. We
must believe this, for our children too, even if we have

to suffer for Jesus’ sake.

Like sunshine over a valley, God’s great love spreads
out over the whole earth. It is true that there are ter-
rible things in the world, such as war; and wars will
come, but God is greater. He is much greater than
man, and his love is much greater than man’s. Do not
live in fear. Look down across the valley and toward
the mountains, and think of the great God who cre-
ated all things, and who has you in his hand.

If we live according to Jesus and his teachings, we
have no reason to be afraid. Let us be faithful to him
and to God and leave all fear behind.

Learn to trust Jesus always, even when you cannot
understand something. Situations will often arise in
life without your understanding why. The only
answer is to trust Jesus.

You will go through very hard times, but never for-
get that the final victory is God’s. Always believe this.
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but a new heaven

and a new earth are coming.



Lk. 5:8

1Jn. 4:18

Mt. 25:1-13

Mt. 10:28

Reverence

W should fear God, and we should fear hurting

or offending anything created, but we should not be
afraid of God. The Bible speaks of the fear of God,
but there is a different fear that leads away from God
and makes love grow cold. Woe to us if we confuse the
right fear with the wrong. Our fear should be born of
love and reverence.

When Peter recognized Jesus as the Son of God he
said, “Depart from me; [ am a sinful man.” He was
afraid to be confronted with the purity of Jesus. Such
fear is right. But fear that takes away trust and con-
fidence or destroys one’s childlikeness is wrong. We
must fear God in the right way.

From a letter: John writes that he who has fear is

not perfect in love. This has given me much food for
thought, because several of the parables of Jesus, like
that of the ten virgins, could make one fearful. The
Book of Revelation, too, can be frightening. And Jesus
says that even though we should not fear men who can
kill the body, we should fear him who can destroy both
soul and body in hell. So there is a fear of God that is



Ex. 20:7

Lk. 2:25-39

right and good. Ultimately, if we are in God we will
fear nothing but God. That is the perfect state for a
Christian.

W have always been reserved in using the name of
God, not only because our own inner feeling makes

us cautious but because the Ten Commandments say:
“You shall not use the name of the Lord your God in
vain.” It is important for parents to teach their chil-
dren to respect God so that misusing his name will not

even come into question for them.

People are so terribly inclined to forget God and his
deeds of love. That is the worst thing that can happen
to humankind. When no one is interested in God any
longer—when no one wants to know about him or tes-
tify to him—it is even worse than being hostile toward
him, because hostility at least shows an interest.

We should be stimulated by the story of Simeon
and Anna, who expected the Messiah on behalf of
the whole people of Israel. It does not matter if there
are only two—for even then the earth has not entirely
forgotten God. We should be eager to testify to him,
to love him, and to expect his coming.



Mt. 19:21

Mt. 8:22

Mt. 4:19

Lk. 4:20

Mt. 19:25-26

Surrender

Despite the circumstances of our time we must be
open and free to live for God’s will for the future—for
brotherly community and the kingdom of God. We
must be ready and willing to give up our resistance to
God; then he will work in us through his Holy Spirit.

God is always ready, always there. It is we who are
not ready for his cause. If we would only yield to God’s
authority, to the way of Jesus, and to the power of the
Spirit, then the flame which gives light to the whole
world could be kindled.

We know Jesus’ commands: “Leave everything you
have, and come follow me! Sell all your possessions.”
“Do not wait to bury your father.” “Leave your fishing
boat and your tools and come with me!”

The disciples, too, knew Jesus’ commands. They
also knew that every man—each in his own way—is
“rich” enough to resist them by holding on even to
the little he has; to tell Jesus, “I cannot come.” That is
why they asked, horrified, “Then how can anyone be
saved?” Jesus answered, “It is impossible for men. But
with God all things are possible.”

If we open ourselves to God’s working and give up
our self-will, he is always ready to give us faith and

love.



God wants us to ask him for help. It is not that he
cannot or does not want to act without our asking, but
he waits for us to open our hearts and lives so that he
and only he can act.

Many people ponder why God is like this, why he
doesn’t force his will on men. But that is how God is.
He waits for our readiness. It is true that he punishes
individuals and nations to call them to repentance,
but he never forces his goodness on them. If a parent
were to take his child by the throat and force his good
intentions on him, the child would instinctively feel
that this was not love. For the same reason, God does
not force his will on anyone. So we are confronted by
a momentous question: Are we willing to surrender
ourselves to God voluntarily? Are we willing to open
the windows of our hearts so that God in his goodness

can enter and take over?

We have to give ourselves wholeheartedly to God, and
if we fail, we must give ourselves again. We all need
daily forgiveness for our sins and failures. But what
matters is whether we want to be faithful —faithful to
the end of our lives. This means surrendering every-
thing—our self-will, our hopes for personal happiness,
our private property, even our weaknesses—and believ-
ing in God and in Christ. That is all that is asked of
anyone. Jesus does not expect perfection, but he wants

us to give ourselves wholeheartedly.



From a letter: \What is true and unconditional sur-
render? A person may yield to a stronger person, or
an army to a stronger army. One may yield to God
because he is almighty, or because one fears his judg-
ment. None of this is full surrender. Only if one expe-
riences that God is good—and that he alone is good —is
it possible to surrender to him unconditionally one’s
whole heart, soul, and being.

When a person has surrendered to God with heart
and soul, he will then seek others in whom the same
love is clearly expressed and surrender to them also.
But he can commit himself to others only if his first
commitment is to God.

From a letter: |f we ever found a group—even if it
were a much smaller group than ours—where the love
of Jesus was expressed more fully and clearly than it
is among us, I hope and believe that we would want
to join them, even if it meant losing our Bruderhof

identity.

From a letter: Qod must lead us to the point where
we recognize how wretched and weak we are—yes, how
poor in spirit and completely helpless. Whoever feels
even the least bit strong must have his weakness re-
vealed to him. When God shows us how wretched and
poor we actually are, we feel completely helpless before
him. But then he helps us with his grace and strength-



Lk. 22:42

Submission

Jn. 15:16

Mt. 21:1-7

ens us with his unending love. We are absolutely de-
pendent on God, on Christ, and on the Holy Spirit.
There is no other help.

Surrendering to the will of Jesus means becoming one
with him and with one another. Jesus fought so hard
to surrender his will to the Father’s that he sweated
drops of blood. Evil powers surrounded him and tried
to cause his downfall, but he remained faithful: his at-
titude was “Thy will, not my will.” This should be our
attitude, too, in all questions, even if we are persecuted
for our faith. Whatever happens, imprisonment or

even death, we should say, “Thy will, not my will.”

Christ says, “You did not choose me; I chose you. I
appointed you and put you in your place; you shall
go and bear fruit, fruit that shall last.” This is so very
important: “I put you in your place.”* How often a
person causes terrible harm when he is not satisfied
with his place in life. Such dissatisfaction leads to ha-
tred. We should love one another and accept the place

God has given each of us.

When Jesus sent two disciples to fetch a donkey’s colt
on Palm Sunday, they had no other task in the whole

* This phrase, although omitted in most English versions of the Bible, is
in several German ones. See Albrecht, Das Neue Testament (Giessen, 1972,
10th ed.).



Humility

2 Cor. 12:7-9

world more important than fetching it. If someone
had said to them, “You are called to greater things;
anyone can fetch a donkey,” and they had not done it,
they would have been disobedient. But there was noth-
ing greater for them at that moment than to fetch the
donkey for Christ. For myself and for each individual

I wish that we might do every task, great or small, in
this obedience. There is nothing greater than obedi-
ence to Christ.

Jesus calls each of us to be humble. If a person secks
human greatness, Christian community is not the
place for him. Any one of us might be tempted by
ambition, but we must take an attitude against such
temptation.

From a letter: |t is good to be weak. Our human weak-
ness is no hindrance to the kingdom of God, as long
as we do not use it as an excuse for our sins. Read 2
Corinthians 12:7-9, where Paul writes that the Lord
will show himself in the most glorious way through
our weakness. Certainly this is not the most important
passage for the church as a whole, but it is perhaps the
most important passage in the Gospel as regards per-
sonal discipleship.

From a letter: |n reading the Gospel of Mark, I have

been struck by how Jesus emphasizes our need for hu-



Mk. 10:45

Mt. 5:3-12

Gen. 4:5

mility. He did not come to be served but “to serve and
to give his life as a ransom for many.” This must be

our way too, even though we know we fall very short

of fulfilling it.

The Beatitudes do not call for great saints who shine

in the world, but for lowly people.

From a letter: |f you know you are sometimes critical
and lack humility, then seek humility. Humility is a

virtue that one can decide for. It softens the heart and
makes a person open for God. Criticism is not neces-
sarily wrong; it can be positive. But it can also be very

destructive.

W should not think too much about our small hearts
or our weak characters. No one is pure and good ex-
cept Jesus. His is the only really healthy character, and
in his unending mercy, he can purify our hearts for his
purpose. Let us give ourselves to him so he can lead

us and use us as he will. Let us turn our back on the
temptation of Cain, who envied his brother’s closeness
to God. Let us be joyful in simply belonging to Jesus,
and willing to let him place us where we can bear the

most fruit to the glory of God.



Phil. 2:3

Phil. 2:8

From a letter: |f we accept the weakness and small-
ness of our lives in a way that leads us to humility
before God, we will recognize that our only help lies
in complete surrender to him and dependence on him.

It might be a very painful recognition, but the victory

will be life!

Paul says, “There must be no room for rivalry and
personal vanity among you.” He does not only mean
the vanity of wanting to look beautiful —which is also
unchristian—but the religious vanity of people who
want to shine among men and be honored by them.
There should be no room for such vanity among us.
He continues, “You must humbly reckon others bet-
ter than yourselves.” That is the opposite of wanting
to outshine one’s brother or sister. If we want to fol-
low Jesus, how can we want to make ourselves great or
important? Jesus “humbled himself, and in obedience

accepted even death—death on a cross.”



Mt. 6:5

Sincerity

How important it is that our life is genuine and
remains genuine, and that we do no more—but also
not the least bit less—than God requires of us at any
moment! There is a danger of coming to an intellec-
tual recognition of the truth and then living a life that
conforms to it, when the truth is not yet actually given

by God into our hearts and souls.

Let us never use religious words when we do not mean
them. If we speak admiringly about discipleship but
resist its demands at the same time, it will harm our
soul and our inner life. Let us be reserved with reli-
gious terms and expressions of faith. Using them with-
out meaning them will destroy us—and our hypocrisy
will be especially disastrous for our children.

Jesus warns us sharply against trying to appear de-
vout in other people’s eyes. Let us be genuine and say
what we truly think, even if we are off the mark, rather

than use the right words without meaning them.

From a letter: According to old Jewish tradition, the



high priest uses the name Jehovah only once a year—
on the Day of Atonement—and then only in the Holy
of Holies in the Temple. For us, such reverence in the
use of religious words is an important form of inner

chastity. We are very cautious in using God’s name.

From a letter: |t is important to be straightforward and
honest about your true feelings. Rather be too rude
than too smooth, too blunt than too kind. Rather say
an unkind word that is true than one that is “nice” but
untrue. You can always be sorry for an unkind word,
but hypocrisy causes permanent harm unless special

grace is given.

The Youth Movement, in which our Bruderhof move-
ment has its roots, was marked by a search for what
was genuine, and there was something of Jesus alive in
it.* The first question people asked was not whether a
thing was right, good, or true, but whether it was gen-
uine. They preferred to have someone innocently say
something incorrect or awkward than to have to listen
to insincere religious speeches. They rejected parrotlike
religion; they struggled to find the truth.

From deep within people’s hearts there arose a new

* The German Youth Movement, or Jugendbewegung, a widespread
phenomenon of loosely organized youth groups, was active mainly from
1913-1933 and rejected the established conventions of society in favor of
simplicity, freedom, genuineness, and a love of nature. Eberhard Arnold,
who founded the Bruderhof in 1920, was a nationally-known writer,
speaker, and leader in this movement.



Mt. 25

Mt. 24:48-49

approach to life, a new feeling for life that expressed
itself in many ways. This inward urge led to fellowship
in hiking, singing, and folk dancing, and even in com-
munal settlements. A gathering around a blazing fire
became a deeply-felt inner experience, and the rhyth-
mic movement of a circle dance brought to expression
something from the depths of the heart. There was an
effort to give shape only to what was truly genuine,
and it meant rejecting all human pretense, including
fashion. The inner experience was all-important, and it

found vivid expression in every area of life.

From a letter: It is not the obvious sinner who stands
in the way of God. God’s greatest enemies are those
who receive and accept Christ’s call to discipleship but
then—despite their use of religious language —continue
to serve Satan at the same time.

Most of Jesus™ parables deal with such people, not
with people of the world. The ten virgins in Matthew
25 all go out to seek the Bridegroom, but five of them
fall asleep; and in Matthew 24:48-49 the servant is
appointed by his master but becomes unfaithful, and
so on. That is what hinders God’s kingdom the most:
when those who have heard his call and answered it go
on to serve Satan while still using Christian words.

If we stay close to Jesus, we will find genuineness in its
clearest form. How sharply he speaks against the piety
that tries to cleanse from the outside! How clearly he



Mt. 23:26-28 tells us that the inside must first be cleansed!



1 pray that out of his glorious riches he may
strengthen you with power through his spirit in your
inner being, so thar Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith. And I pray that being rooted and es-
tablished in love you may have power, together with
all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high
and deep is the love of Christ and to know this love
that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to
the measure of all the fullness of God.

Eph 3:16-19



The Church
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The Church

W know humankind is tormented and divided. Part
of this torment is loneliness, which can be overcome
only by experiencing the living church. This church
cannot be identified with a specific group or organiza-
tion, but it does exist; it lives and comes down to hum-
ble, seeking people. The fact that the church exists is
the most important reality on earth. When God speaks
in the innermost chamber of our hearts, our sinful
separation and loneliness are overcome; we experience

inner community with our brothers and sisters.

We cannot say that the church is here or there. The
church comes down from heaven to those who are
spiritually poor. It comes to those who give up all
things for Christ’s sake, including their own ideas and
rights. This can happen anywhere, and when it does it
always brings people together in unity.

According to the early Christians, the church ex-
isted even before creation. It exists in the Holy Spirit.
Christ sends the church wherever two or three meet
together in his name—and wherever they give up all
rights, power, property, and self for him.



When we are asked whether we are the church, we
have to say, “No, we are not the church.” But when
we are asked whether the church comes to us, we have
to testify that it does, especially if we are broken and
poor before God. The poorer a group is spiritually, the
closer the church can come to it. Our own ideas, espe-
cially the idea of having influence or power over other
people, must be given up completely. We must become

poor as beggars before God.

| we speak of the true church, we certainly do not
mean the Bruderhof. We simply mean all those who
live their lives in full unity with Christ. Only the fruits

can show where this is.

In the writings of the early Christians, for instance

in Hermas™ The Shepherd, we find again and again

the thought that the church existed before anything
was created.® It is a deep and remarkable thought—a
complete contrast to the idea of a little congregation
or even a gathering of millions of people calling them-
selves the church.

When we speak of the Bruderhof movement as a
church, we certainly do not mean to imply that this is
the church. The church is something far greater. It goes
back to the beginning of all things, before the creation

* Eberhard Arnold, ed., The Early Christians (Rifton, NY: Plough, 1970),
p- 278 ff.



of the world. But we long that it is at work today, also
among us.

The 16th century Anabaptist Peter Riedemann
compares the gathering of believers in the church to
a lantern. A lantern is of no use unless there is a light
in it. The same is true for the church. It may hold all
goods in common, with no private property; it may
have love, complete dedication, and true community.
But that does not guarantee it is alive. The church is a
gift from God. It comes to the spiritually poor, and it
is united and enlivened by the Holy Spirit.

From a letter: |n this hour of world need and world
despair there is nothing more important than a life

of brotherhood, a life of unity and love. It may be so
small in comparison to the whole of world need that it
is almost invisible, but it will have an effect.

People today do not need long sermons or religious
words; they need to be shown deeds and a practical
way of discipleship. Our time needs the tangible dem-
onstration that God is stronger than all hate, all need,
all sin, and all disunity.

God needs a people who devote their lives com-
pletely, without reservation, to his cause. They should
be people who do not consider their own salvation first
but who intercede in prayer for the needs of men and
hope and believe in the victory of God.



Acts 4:32

1 Cor 12:12-27

A true community cannot exist for a single day with-
out the gift of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, whether in
our being together, in our silence, or in our singing
together, we expect and await this gift which God has
offered us through the death of Jesus.

It is said that the early church was of one heart and
one soul. It may not have been a well-organized body,
but it was of one heart and one soul. Its members were
moved by the Spirit from above, and through this
movement it came about that they held everything
in common, and no one called anything his own. It
was not a matter of cold law—not organized commu-

nism —but a matter of moved hearts.

From a letter: |t is not we who can build brother-
hood—not we who can found a church or change even
a single human being. We are all completely dependent
on the atmosphere or spirit of God ruling among us.
Yet at the same time we all have an influence on this
atmosphere, and so it is the responsibility of each of

us to see that no spirit opposed to God is allowed to

come into our lives.

I£ we are faithful to Jesus, we will also be faithful to
one another. We belong to one another. If someone
dedicates himself to Jesus, he will be united with other
believers, and they will become so united that they are
like one body. In the human body, if anything threat-



ens the eye, the arm will move quickly to protect it,
even if it is injured in doing so. This happens automat-
ically, as if out of love. It is the same among those who
dedicate themselves to Christ and to each other. Each
should be willing to suffer for the other—the stronger
one for the weaker.

From a letter: |n Jesus and his spirit we all become
one, even one with the church in heaven, with the
apostles and martyrs, and with all those who have been
and are one with Jesus. But if our love shifts away from
Jesus, the Redeemer and Savior of the world, then even

our faith in the church becomes idolatry.

|t is a paradox: we must separate ourselves from our
corrupt generation—and we cannot do that sharply
enough—but we must also unite with Christ, who died
for every individual of this same generation. What we
as a church need most is to find the crucified Christ,
the Lamb of God who died for the sins of the world. If
we are united with Christ, we will not be cold-hearted,
whether toward a girl who has had an abortion or to
anyone else who does any other evil; we will have com-

passionate hearts.

From a letter: | he Bruderhof has certain characteris-

tics which arise partly from its European background



and other historical circumstances. The same is true

of the Church of the Brethren, the Quakers, or other
religious movements. I can well understand that people
feel a certain love and attachment to the culture and,
still more, the people of their background.

But let us consider for a moment the “community
of believers,” the Body of Christ that has continued
through all the centuries. What is the Bruderhof, then,
with its culture? Whatever good there may be in it is
there only insofar as it is surrendered to and gripped by
this stream of life. The Bruderhof movement will pass
away as many movements have passed away, but the
stream of life of which it is a part can never pass away.
That is what matters.

If we had made up our minds to be a Christian
community of German culture, serving only those
people with a background in the Youth Movement, we
would have been in danger of drying up even before
we began. We want to surrender our lives completely
and allow ourselves to be used wherever God moves
people’s hearts, to be open to whatever God gives us.
Otherwise we are in danger of limiting the truth.

We are only a weak circle of human beings—often
all too human. But our task can never be limited. God

is limitless.

The older I get, the less important the Bruderhof is to
me. The main thing is that God’s praying church exists
on this earth. It is for this that we want to give our-



Mt. 25:1-13

Jn.17:21

selves, and for this that we want to live.

We need to feel a certain inner urgency; we cannot
let life pass by without giving ourselves completely
to the church. The church was with God before the
world was created, and it is now with God in heaven as
the “upper church,” the cloud of witnesses from every
nation, tribe, and race. We cannot stand undecided
before this holy reality.

From a letter: Are we as a church so dedicated, so
full of truth and salt, that we are able to influence the
whole earth in the way that even a pinch of salt flavors
a whole dish of food? It is not enough to live together
in community, to love one another and make each
other happy; to make jam for our neighbor, who then
makes jam for her neighbor. More is demanded.

I believe that we are living in the end time. It is
a crucial hour. Everything depends on whether our
lamps are trimmed, whether we are ready to meet the
Bridegroom. Jesus’ farewell words in the Gospel of
John make it clear: the church must be so united that
the world can recognize God as the Father who sent
Jesus. It shakes me to the depths of my heart to ask,
Are we really showing this to the world?



Mt. 19:21

Mt. 6:19-20

Community

We must give up all private property and all thirst

for collecting things for ourselves. The enjoyment of
wealth for oneself, one’s family, or even one’s commu-
nity leads to inner death. Wealth brings about death
because it isolates the heart from God and from one’s
fellowman. We seck an answer to this in sharing every-
thing in a way that makes it impossible to fall into the
sin of collective wealth. Our door is open to everyone
who seeks God and the truth. Under the stewardship
of the church, everything is available to anybody in

need.

The way of Jesus means complete possessionlessness!
We have chosen this way, and our children must know
that from an early age. They should know that our
money belongs to God and not to us. Jesus says we
should not store up treasure for ourselves on earth, but

seek our treasure in heaven.

From a letter: You ask, “How can we, as separate per-

sons and families, become part of each other?” This has



Lk. 14:33

Jn. 16:13

Acts 2:44
Acts 4:32-34

1 Cor. 12:25-26

2 Cor. 8:13-15

Acts 4:33

to be given by the spirit of Jesus. But first we must be
completely emptied of our own ideas, ideals, and be-

ing; we must be there fully for Jesus and his spirit.

From a letter: There is no substitute for the actual
experience of Christian community, the movement of
God’s spirit, and the unity of believers in the church.
So I write this realizing that words can never contain
the spirit of God’s love, which moves among those
who are surrendered to him in all things.

In answer to your question about the scriptural basis
for our life, there is Luke 14:33, where Christ states
clearly that only those who renounce all that they have
can be his disciples. There is also John 16:13, which
says that when the spirit of truth comes, he will guide
men into all truth. This occurred at Pentecost, when
the disciples were of one heart and one soul and held
all their goods in common. See also 1 Corinthians 12,
especially verses 25-26. We find it hard to take this
passage at full value in non-communal church life. The
same is true of 2 Corinthians 8:13 -15.

At Pentecost love overflowed from the hearts of
those who were moved by the Spirit: the believers were
full of love for God and for one another. I dont think
you would deny that “great grace was upon them all”
when this happened. Community of goods was the
outcome of this love and grace. This communion of
love is a far cry from the Christianity of today, when,
for instance, people thankfully testify in their church



paper that since they have started tithing, God has
made their business prosper in a wonderful way.

It would be misrepresenting the facts to say that the
main foundation of our belief is the sharing of money
and possessions. That is an outcome of our faith, not
its foundation. It is the fruit of full surrender to Christ
and his love. We give back everything God has given
us—our possessions, our talents, and our lives—to be
controlled by him and his spirit alone.

In answer to your question whether this will help
win souls to Christ, we would say no. Simply sharing
goods does not necessarily lead to Christ. But when
it is the result of overflowing love, it can lead to him.
Many of us at the Bruderhof come from unchristian
backgrounds. It was the living-out of brotherhood and
love that attracted us. We were tired of words; they are
cheap and can be heard almost anywhere, for who will
say that he is against brotherhood and love? We did
not seek words, but deeds; not stones, but bread. That
is what Christ offered —a new life where love rules
everything, in deed and in truth.

You ask how much opportunity a convert has to
spread the real Gospel, not the “Bruderhof gospel.”
What do you mean by the Gospel? What does the
“good news” mean if it doesn't mean that there is a way
other than the way of death and despair that rules this
can live together as brothers in peace, in full trust and
love to one another, and as children of one Father? The

Gospel is not only words; it stands for deed and truth,



Mt. 7:16-18

Jn. 13:35

Mt. 7:21

for the whole way of life Christ has brought. It is the
expression of a living experience. Our challenge is not
to join the Bruderhof, but to live in brotherhood. We
do not wish to add anything to the Gospel, but we feel
strongly that nothing can be taken away from it, and
that we must face every demand it makes upon us.
You ask whether we as a community need to isolate
ourselves in order to be in the world but not of it. We
live apart only in the sense of separating ourselves from
the evil root of self-interest, greed, and injustice—
from all that is loveless in the present world order. So-
ciety is basically no different today than it was in Jesus’
time. Men are still self-centered, proud, and eager for
their own gain, power, and position. The fruits of this
evil pervade society in many forms: impurity, hatred,
alcoholism, poverty, juvenile delinquency, mental ill-
ness, violent crime, and finally war. These are the fruits
of mammon, the fruits of an unchristian society, the
fruits of the present world order. This is the world out
of which Christ called and still calls us. He calls us out
of it and brings us together to build the city of God,
where the Spirit alone rules—to build the city on a hill,
which cannot be hidden but shines into the world.
The Gospels tell us that we will know a tree—or a
person or a group—by its fruits, for a good tree can-
not produce evil fruit and an evil tree cannot produce
good fruit. The fruits of a life based on Christ are not
just preaching or speaking. It is our deeds that are
important. Christ said all men would know we are his

disciples by our love for one another—not by our zalk



In.17:21

about loving one another. His last prayer was for the
unity of his disciples: “May they all be one, even as
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee; may they also

be in us, so the world may believe that thou hast sent
me.” So the church should be visible in the world. The
light from the united body of believers must shine into
the darkness of the world to the glory of God.

You ask, “If we deny ourselves enough to walk
Christ’s way, can’t we live a sensible life amidst our
fellowmen outside an organization of brothers?” You
must answer this for yourself. We are here because
we found that a “sensible life” was not enough—that
Christ asked more of us. He wants the whole person.
We are not an “organization of brothers” but simply
a group of people who seek to live closer to God. We
want to take Christ’s words in the Sermon on the
Mount literally and be measured and judged by them.
We can only respond to them fully by surrendering our
lives to his will in the faith that he will lead us to truth.

From a letter: Qur communal life is a constant
struggle: we must continually fight to break away from
everything that separates us from God and from our
brothers and sisters. This breaking away—this dying to
ourselves—can be a most painful experience. We be-
lieve that one hundred percent is demanded of us; a//
pride and self-will must go, and the whole framework
of life and thought in which we have tried to find secu-
rity. This doesn’t happen with a sudden burst of light,



Mt. 6:24

but only gradually. As we live together we recognize
that certain things bring separation: pride, self-pity,
and false piety. We must turn away from these evils as
they are shown to us. We will always remain weak, but
our joy is in finding a source of strength that can be

victorious in every struggle.

From a letter: ltisa great gift to live with brothers
and sisters. When God’s love burns in us and welds

us together to persevere in solidarity, no difficulty or
struggle is too great. It is a relief to know that the life
of discipleship is never something merely learned—not
even through hard and painful struggle. Rather, it is

a continually new experience of grace. What a deep
paradox! The God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob
is always the same, yet he alone frees us from monoto-

ny and law. In him everything is new.

We must always be aware of the danger of material-
ism—the rule of money or anything else material over
our heart and soul. Jesus said, “You cannot serve two
masters. You cannot serve God and mammon.” In and
of themselves material things are not the enemy; they
are part of life. But they should be used for the tasks of
the church. Ultimately it is a question of our attitude.
The degeneration of the soul makes it possible for any-

thing material to ruin a life. But if a person’s relation-



Mt. 6:21

Lk. 9:58

ship with Jesus and the church is alive, he will be able
to use material things without being ruled by them.

From a letter: \Ne are not interested in winning any-
one with smooth words. Our way of communal life

is much too demanding. Today we have house, home,
work, and daily bread. But as the history of the Ana-
baptists, Quakers, and many other radical movements
has shown us, we do not know what will happen

tOmoOrrow.

One enormous danger to the life lived in God, wheth-
er within community or not, is money—mammon.
Jesus says quite clearly, “Where your treasure is, there
is your heart.” The early Christian prophet Hermas
speaks of the danger of owning fields, houses, and
anything else of earthly value. He cries out: “Foolish,
double-minded, wretched man, do you not realize that
all these things do not belong to you, that they are
under a power alien to your nature?” * In spite of the
fact that we live in community of goods and share one
purse, the danger of mammon still exists. Jesus says of
himself: “The birds have nests, the foxes have holes;
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”

* Eberhard Arnold, ed., The Early Christians (Rifton, NY: Plough, 1970),
p. 285.



Mt. 22:39

1Jn. 4:20

Can one bind oneself to a group of people? When our
novices take their vows we ask them, “Are you ready to
surrender yourself unreservedly to God, to Christ, and
to the brothers?” The question here is not surrender
to God or Christ, but whether one can bind oneself
to a group of people. I have been thinking about the
meaning of the dedication spoken of here; this surren-
der to God, to Christ, and to brothers and sisters. We
know the First Commandment—have no other gods
before God—and we know Christ's command to love
our neighbor as ourselves. We also know that he who
says he loves God but hates his brother is a liar. So we
cannot separate our commitment to God from com-
mitment to those of our fellowmen who also want to
follow God.

On the other hand, it is dangerous to commit one-
self without reservation to anyone; to commit oneself,
as it says here, “to the brothers.” What happens if those
brothers go wrong, even in a subtle way? After the first
and second generations religious groups may become
rigid on certain points. They may become legalistic
about certain things which seem right, and through
this their inner life is suppressed.

If we see this danger, the real question is, “How
can we bind ourselves to one another in spite of it?”
The answer can be found only in faith in the Spirit—

Christ’s spirit. There is no other answer.

From a letter: | am grateful that you have openly con-

fessed your negative thoughts and feelings toward oth-



Mt. 12:30

er members of the church. God is stronger than likes
and dislikes. He gives us love and he gives us commu-

nity, where likes and dislikes are overcome.

From a letter: How well I understand that you are
disappointed in our community. I, too, shudder when
I think of all that has happened in our history. Yet
ultimately it is not to a community or a church that
we have given our lives, even though we vow to be
faithful to our brothers and sisters. It is to Jesus that we
have surrendered ourselves. He experienced betrayal.
He experienced abandonment by all his disciples. He
experienced godforsakenness. And still the Father’s

will was more important to him than anything else.

So I hold firmly to that and challenge you also to hold
firmly to it. In this hour when the Enemy has scattered
so many, we must take Jesus’ words to heart: “He who
does not gather with me, scatters.” My wish is to prove
my faithfulness to Jesus and to my brothers and sisters
by gathering with them.

| we want to live in church community we must do

it for the sake of God alone. Otherwise, even with the
best will, we will be like parasites on the inner life of
the church. Even if we work more hours than other
members, even if we produce more income than oth-
ers, our efforts will lie like a heavy weight on the rest of
the community. We have an open door for all people,



but we also expect each one who wants to stay with us
to accept the challenge of full discipleship. Otherwise

our community will go to pieces.

Our witness to a life of complete community—to
the fact that Jesus gathers and unites men—is fully

in keeping with his words and his nature. But com-
munity itself is not decisive; the decisive thing is love.
Community of work, community of goods, and the
community of the common table are only fruits of
this love.

From a letter: \We are always thankful when God
strengthens our community by giving us new mem-
bers, but we do not want to “make” members with
smooth words or try to convince anyone to join us by
making a good impression. Communal life brings too
much pain and need, and one cannot stand the test
of its struggles if one does not trust wholly in God’s
strength. We do not have the strength in ourselves:

God is the source of our strength.



Leadership

A\ true Christian church cannot be a living organism
unless there is clear leadership. The ship of community
needs a helmsman to guide it, and he must let him-
self be guided from above in deep humility and must
honor and respect the brotherhood he leads. Being led
from above means listening to the voice of the Holy
Spirit as it speaks to the church as a whole. A leader
must not isolate himself. Through close cooperation
with all members, a perfectly clear direction in all mat-
ters can be found. This is true for all matters of faith,
all practical things, and for the overall inner attitude of

the church.

Ay true service done for the church—including the
service of leadership—is done as by an organ of the
body, and it must therefore be done lovingly, sincerely,
honestly, and in a childlike way. Someone who carries
a responsibility is no higher than someone who does
not: no one is higher, and no one is lower. We are all

members of one body.



True leadership means service, so it is a terrible thing
to use it as a position of power over others. When such
abuse of leadership takes place in a church community,
it is especially devilish, because brothers and sisters give
themselves voluntarily, trustingly, and openheartedly
to the church. In a dictatorial state, people might yield
to a greater power even though their souls reject it as
evil. But in a brotherhood of believers, where members
trust their leaders, the misuse of power is real soul-

murder.

W hen we ask brothers to lead the church, we must
ask God that much is given to them. But we must
also let them be themselves—as God made them. They
should not be presumptuous; they should express only
what is given them by God. We do not expect more.
It would be disastrous if anyone were to feel himself
pushed into a role that was not genuinely his. We do
not expect someone who is meant to be an ear to be

an eye.

When we speak about the authority of leaders in the
church, it should be very clear that we never mean au-
thority over people. Jesus gave his disciples authority,
but he gave them authority over spirits—not people. In
the same way, those of us appointed to lead the church
are given authority, but not over people. It is all too
easy to forget this. We must seek for humility again

and again.



Acts 10:26
2 Tim. 3:10-11

2 Tim. 4:7, 17

Lk. 12:48

A servant of the Word* is always in danger of teaching
something false or suppressing something of the truth.
I have a great fear of this, and I ask you to intercede for
us all in prayer. Paul could say that he had neglected
nothing and done everything in his duty as an apostle
of the church. This strikes me very deeply. Pray that
every servant of the Word may bring the whole Gospel
afresh to the church again and again, without twisting

or changing anything whatsoever.

Jesus clearly says that to whom much is given, of him
much will be demanded. A servant of the Word must
realize that more will be demanded of him than of oth-

ers. There is no privilege in his task.

A\ leader of the church should certainly be admon-
ished if someone feels he has done wrong. I remember
how thankful I was years ago when a brother took

me aside after a members’ meeting—1I had exploded

at someone—and asked me, “Are you really sure your
anger was of the Holy Spirit?” I had to admit that it
was not, and so I called the meeting together again and
set it straight. If you feel that I or anyone is misusing
his position of authority, please do me the favor of

pointing it out.

* Servant of the Word: Pastor, minister; brother chosen by unanimous
approval to serve the members of a Bruderhof by caring for their inner
and outer well-being. The term reflects the Hutterian belief that authentic
leadership in Christian community means service.



Mt. 18:3-4

We do not want a brotherhood that is bound to a
man. I fear nothing more than a service in the church—
whether teaching, counseling, or whatever—that binds
someone emotionally to another person. It is terrible,
and I want to have nothing to do with it. We must be
bound together in Christ.

There is nothing I hate more than human beings
having power over the souls and bodies of others, espe-
cially in Christian community. I have vowed to myself
to fight this evil until the end of my life, and if anyone
can point out to me where I have used power over a
human being—even without my knowledge—1I want

to repent deeply for it. Personal power is the greatest

enemy of a living church.

Jesus put a child into his disciples’ midst and said,
“Unless you change and become like little children,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. There-
fore whoever humbles himself like this child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” Here we see that
Jesus loves the childlike spirit. This should also be true
among us. In a marriage, both husband and wife must
want to be the least. And in church community, each
member—whether elder or steward or whoever—must

also want to be the least. That is our goal.



Mt. 18:3

Mt. 11:25

Speaking the truth, which is a task of a leader of the
church, is not a gift given only to especially clever
and superior men. If it were, most people would have
reason to fear being a disciple of Jesus or a leader in
the church. It is not man’s intellect that is receptive to
the truth; it is his childlike spirit. Jesus says, “Become
like a child—only then will you be able to enter God’s
kingdom.” The childlike spirit is and remains spiriz,
and because of that it is authority and revelation. The
realization —that the truth is revealed only to children
and to the simple-hearted—is crucial in the disciple-

ship of Jesus.

From a letter: | was so thankful for your concern about
our last members’ meeting. So much was at stake, and
yet we lost ourselves in trivial talk. The leadership I
should have given as elder must have been lacking.
There is always a tension: one does not want to dictate,
but if everyone just talks as he pleases it is not good

either, for then God’s spirit cannot speak.

Someone who is given special responsibilities by the
church—for example, a servant of the Word, house-
mother, steward, work distributor, or shop foreman—
will either serve with humility or lord it over others
as if they were his subjects. This is a danger for adults
who work with children too. There is an inclination

in each of us to want to be great. And even if it is a



Jn. 21:15-17

small inclination— perhaps someone tends to be a bit
bossy—it is the beginning of a much greater evil that
will in the end bring much suffering.

It is unbelievable what heartache can result when
someone in a position of responsibility lets his author-
ity be felt and treats his brothers and sisters as subjects.
If a servant of the Word is bossy, it takes a certain
courage to risk something and protest. But I wish all
members that courage. No one but Jesus is our master,

and we are all brothers.

Leaders of a church have no rights whatsoever over the
souls entrusted to them. Consider how Jesus entrusted
his flock to Peter. He did not give him any rights over
the lambs. He only asked, “Do you love me?” And
then he said, “Feed my sheep.” It is a terrible sin—really
nothing less than murder—when someone entrusted
with a pastoral service thinks he has the right to govern
souls. This also applies to those who care for children.

| want nothing to do with human honor. I ask you
never to honor a person, whoever he may be, but only
Christ in him. We denounce the honoring of men,
because it leads to sectarianism. In a sect the leader
thinks he is great, but that is a horrible delusion. We
want to honor Christ in our brothers and sisters; we

want to love one another— Christ commanded us to.



Jn. 15:4

But we reject the idea of human greatness, which is
foolishness before God.

We long deeply for all other powers and spirits
to yield, and for our beloved Jesus to lay his pierced
hands over each of us. We long for him to be with
us all, and we long to be ready to serve him. We ask
for everything superficial in us and everything that
might hinder or frighten us to melt away. We want to
acknowledge the rulership of Jesus alone. Yes, every-
thing is in his hands: he is the ruler over all powers and
principalities, the head of the church, and the vine of
which we are only branches.

The revelation of Christ does not tolerate any human
light next to it. If there is human light—pride and
presumption—in any servant of the Word, it must be
extinguished. Only the light of Jesus should rule in
the church. God does not need human light. He needs
men and women who wait in the darkness for his
light, who hunger for truth and thirst for living water.
If someone preaches the Gospel to his own credit and
does not acknowledge that without God he can do
nothing, he is a thief. He steals the words of Jesus and

uses them for his own glory.

Neither an individual nor a community can bear fruit

without being united with Jesus. Once a person has



decided to follow Jesus, he becomes a branch on the
vine and cannot live for himself anymore. To separate
and isolate oneself out of pride and self-glory is the
way of the devil, and it ends in death. For every mem-
ber of the church, but especially for its leaders, my
wish is that they might dwell in Jesus, and still more,
that Jesus might dwell in them.



Mt. 25:31-46

Gifts

From a letter: Never forget that an act of love to one’s
fellowman is the only important act of the day. Ev-
erything else is of no value before God and may even
tear us from him or separate us from our brothers.
How strongly Jesus impresses this on our hearts in his
prophecies about the Last Judgment! The question is
never whether we are well-organized or act correctly,
but whether we feed the hungry, take in strangers,
clothe the naked, or visit those who are sick or in
prison—in other words, whether we act out of love and
compassion. Let us never pass by the need of another

or forget the words and actions that strengthen love.

Just as no one has so few gifts that he cannot be
moved by God, no one has so many gifts that he is too
good to do simple manual work. We must be willing
to do any service asked of us, to serve in the humblest
place. A man may be the most gifted person in his
community, but if he lacks humility, if his heart is not
moved by the spirit of Jesus, his life will be unfruitful.



Mt. 25:14-30

1 Cor. 12:8-10

Mt. 25:24-30

The parable of the talents is perhaps best understood
in the context of the church: the talents are gifts given
to different brothers and sisters. One person receives
the gift of wisdom, another knowledge, another faith,
healing, prophecy, discernment, speaking in tongues,
or interpretation. These gifts are all required for the
various tasks of the church, from leadership to any
other. There is no difference in their importance; they
all are parts of one body. The eye is no more important
than the ear—they simply are two different organs.
Some people would like to see no differences. They
think that if everyone were the same no one would
know who was who, and then true justice would be
established. But that is not the Gospel of Jesus. In
Matthew 25, we read of a man who was given only
one talent. This man felt he had not been given his
fair share, and so he hated his master. He did nothing
with his talent but hardened his heart. He not only
lacked love, he was filled with hatred. He said, “Mas-
ter, I knew you to be a hard man.” That is the worst
thing that can happen to us: to feel we have not been
given our fair share; to feel that others have received
more from God; and then to become so envious and
loveless—so separated from the Body - that we do not
contribute to it in any way at all. The master in the
parable said, “You should have at least put the money
in the bank.” He meant, “Do at least the little you are

able to do.”



Mt. 25:18

1 Cor. 12-13

One person is brilliant, another deft with his hands,
another very musical. These are natural gifts, and they
should not be buried, though for the common good
of the church they often have to be sacrificed. It would
be wrong if someone with intellectual gifts thought he
could do only intellectual work—otherwise he would
be “burying his talents”or if a very musical person
thought she was wasting her talent by doing menial
work. We must be willing to sacrifice our natural tal-
ents for the sake of the whole Body.

From a letter: You write that you are not very gifted.
That does not matter. No one has so few gifts that he
cannot be moved by God. What matters is that you
use the gifts youdo possess—that they are brought into
movement by God. It is never a lack of gifts that is the
problem, but a lack of readiness to be used by God.

In 1 Corinthians 12 and 13, the apostle Paul speaks of
many different gifts, including prophecy, leadership,
healing, and speaking in tongues. But then he says
that all these great gifts are nothing without love. Our
communal life is a gift too, but unless God gives us
love over and over again, it will become as lifeless as a

machine.

The gift of discernment of spirits is vital for a living
church, but it must be given by God. It is not a hu-



Mt. 13:24-30

Mt. 13:29

Acts 2:4

man gift. When we as individuals or a group tolerate
a mixture of spirits in our midst, we lose contact with
the spirit of God, even if we think we are being broad-
minded.

On the other hand, we must guard against fighting
impure or false spirits with human zeal and correcting
or criticizing one another out of fear that something
false might enter the church. We must recognize the
importance of discerning spirits, yet we must also rec-
ognize that it is no help to separate them in a human
way.

The parable of the wheat and weeds growing to-
gether in one field shows how we can cause harm by
attempting to “clean the field” ourselves. The disciples
were full of zeal, but Jesus warned them to be careful,
saying, “Wait, lest in gathering the weeds you root up
the wheat along with them.” There is always the dan-
ger of correcting too much, of admonishing each other

too much. The only answer is for us to be more depen-

dent on God.

The gift of speaking in tongues was granted at Pen-
tecost through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. It
was definitely a divine and holy experience, and we
should have deep reverence for it. I believe that today,
too, such holy experiences may be given. But we must
guard against the spirit of error.

People speak too lightly about being “filled with the
Spirit” and possessing “gifts of the Spirit.” These terms



Lk. 1:41,67

Acts 2:38

are often applied to speaking in tongues, but in the
New Testament these phrases are used in that connec-
tion only in a few instances. In many other instances
there is no mention of tongues. Who would dare to say
that one cannot be filled with the Holy Spirit without
the evidence of tongues? Thirty years before Pentecost,
Elizabeth and Zechariah were “filled with the Holy
Spirit.” And there have been millions of instances since
then when people who did not speak in tongues were
brought to salvation.

In the early church, speaking in tongues was closely
related to repentance. Jesus started his mission with a
call to repentance, and the apostle Peter, too, began his
mission with the words, “Repent and be baptized for
the forgiveness of your sins.” If we have not honestly
repented and believed in Jesus Christ, then we have
not received the Holy Spirit. Unfortunately, there is
a lack of repentance in many of today’s movements
which see speaking in tongues as being “filled with the
Spirit.”

It is unwise to equate the receiving of the Holy
Spirit with the pouring-out of particular emotions.

As if that were the only way the Spirit worked! His
indwelling does not depend on our emotions, but

on our union with Christ, which is accomplished by
God through our faith in him. The biblical conditions
for receiving the Holy Spirit are repentance, faith in
Christ, and the remission or forgiveness of our sins.



Acts 2

1 Cor. 12

1 Cor. 13

Mt. 6:6

1 Cor 12-13

From a letter: \Ne must have reverence for the gift of
speaking in tongues as described in Acts 2 and 1 Cor-
inthians 12. But it is false and unhealthy to make a
teaching or religion out of such a gift. In 1 Corinthians
13 we are told to ask for the higher gifts of faith, hope,
and love, of which the greatest is love.

The gift of love leads to Jesus Christ, to community,
to outreach, and to mission; it does not lead to talking
about our own spiritual gifts. If we are filled with love,
we may well speak in tongues, but we need not talk
about it. Jesus says, “Go into your room, lock the door,
and pray to God in heaven. Then your Father, who
sees what is done in secret, will reward you.”

The charismatic movement, which lays so much
emphasis on speaking in tongues, is based on false
teachings that bring division; it brings honor and glory
to men rather than to God. If someone came to me
and said he could speak in tongues, I would advise him
not to talk about it but rather to show the fruits of the
Spirit as described in the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus
did not teach us to speak in tongues but to refrain
from making a show of our religion and to go the way

of humility, love, and unity.

| we ask God for the gifts of prophecy, healing, and
other gifts described in 1 Corinthians 12 and 13, we
need to be watchful of wanting to receive honor for
having them. We should not ask for these gifts for our-
selves, but only on behalf of the whole Body of Christ



on earth. For ourselves we ought to ask for
pure hearts, wisdom, faith, hope, and love; for more

patience and more compassion.

It is not the development of man that will change the
course of human history—only the intervention of the
living God in men’s lives. When he has touched us, we
may hope for a change of heart and soul and for the
Spirit and the kingdom of God to come. The Spirit
brings the joy of God: joy in love, joy in sharing with
brothers and sisters, joy in pure relationships between
men and women, and joy in justice and peace among
races and nations. Of ourselves we remain poor, help-
less, and tormented. But we must believe that the joy

of God and his kingdom can change earth and heaven!



Mt. 6:15

Eph. 1:7

Col. 1:14

Forgiveness

| should be quite out of the question for anyone to
come to prayer without having forgiven his brother,
his neighbor, or even his enemy. Jesus clearly says,

“He who does not forgive will not be forgiven.” We
cannot change one iota of this truth. The only way to
find inner peace in Christ is through peace with one’s
brothers. Unforgiving thoughts lead to separation, and
separation brings inner harm and leads to death. Com-
plete peace demands complete honesty. We can live in
peace with our brothers only if we carry the truth in

our hearts and are honest in our love.

From a letter: True forgiveness of sins is possible only
in Jesus. In the world people forgive one another’s
sins, but without Jesus, which is no help. At the time
of the Reformation, the Catholic Church, which

had tremendous influence over people, “forgave” sins
through the sale of indulgences. Today, psychologists
and psychiatrists “forgive” sin. They tell people, “You
have not sinned; your behavior is quite normal; there
is nothing wrong with it. You don’t need to have a bad
conscience; you can't help it.” That is how the world

forgives sin.



Mt. 5:23-24

Mt. 6:15

Mt. 18:18

Things go wrong in churches and Christian commu-
nities because Jesus words about making peace with
one another before bringing a gift to the altar are not
taken seriously anymore. Jesus himself said this, and

as his followers we are entrusted with witnessing to his
words. To us this means we should not come to prayer
or partake of the Lord’s Supper unless there is com-
plete peace among us. Too often it happens that things
are left unresolved when people pray together. But
communal life will not endure like that, and neither
will marriage. We must clear things up and forgive one
another again and again.

If we hold a grudge against someone, the door to God
will be closed. It will be absolutely closed, with no way
to him. Only if we forgive others will we be forgiven.

I am sure that many prayers are not heard because the
person praying has a grudge against someone, even if
he is not aware of it. Jesus says more than once that
before we pray we must forgive. If we want Jesus, we

must have a forgiving heart.

Just as it did in the time of the apostles, the church of
Jesus Christ has the authority to represent his kingdom
today. It has the authority to loose and to bind, to
forgive and to leave unforgiven. Without the forgive-

ness of sin no conscience can live, and without it no



Mt. 6:14-15

Jas. 5:16

Rev. 1:5-6

one can enter the kingdom of God. But unless we first

forgive others, we cannot receive forgiveness.

In the Letter of James we read that we should confess
our sins to one another so that they may be forgiven.
But this is possible only if Jesus lives in us. Without
him there is no forgiveness.

Unless forgiveness of sins is spoken out in com-
munion with Jesus, through his Holy Spirit, it means
nothing. It is Jesus who promises that he will forgive
us at the last judgment, and it is he who will also over-
come demons and devils on that day. We ourselves
cannot overcome evil, even if we live together in broth-
erhood, even if we are burned as martyrs. Unless Jesus

lives in us and we in him, our efforts are all in vain.

The words “To him who loves us and has freed us
from our sins. .. be glory and power for ever and ever”
indicate that it is not we who can forgive sins. Forgive-
ness of sins is possible only through Christ, who loves
us and frees us with his life’s blood.

We pronounce forgiveness of sins in the united
church, yet this forgiveness descends from heaven—
we ourselves have no authority whatsoever. Nothing
human can take over. The grace of the cross must be

present.



Asa burning candle consumes itself and gives light,
so the light of the risen Christ shines out to us through
his death. When Christ arises in us—when the Sun
comes up—night is overcome by day. So it is with the
forgiveness of sins. We must experience what it means
to be burdened with sinand then freed. Then we will
see how the sun of Christ shines anew through the

forgiveness of sins.

The redeeming power of forgiveness, which is in Jesus
alone, must remain the center of the living church and
of our expectation for the whole world.

Forgiveness means personal redemption and freeing,
but it must always be seen in the greater context of re-
demption for the whole world. We should expect it to
bring the kingdom of peace to whole nations and to all
men. This expectation, which can be found on every
page of the New Testament, is from Jesus. It must be
alive in us so that it is not just something we believe in

but something that burns in our hearts.

Because Jesus died for us, his blood speaks louder than
the blood of Abel, who symbolizes the innocent man
who has been slain. In Jesus even a murderer can find
forgiveness. The blood of Jesus speaks louder than the
accusing blood shed by the hand of man.



Col. 3:15

In. 14:27

Resentment

Lk. 23:46

W have Christ’s wonderful promise that if we forgive
we will be forgiven. Certainly we also have his sharp
warning that if we do not forgive we will not be forgiv-
en. Let us look at one another with new eyes and see
each other as a gift from God, even if we know each

other’s weaknesses.

Paul writes to the Colossians that they are called to
live in the peace of Christ as members of one body. It
is not enough to feel the peace of God around us—it
should reign in our hearts. The soul of man groans for
peace. Therefore Jesus said to his disciples on his last
evening, “I give you my peace. It is not peace such as
the world gives.”

By nature we are not at peace; we are divided. But
we are called to find reconciliation with God in Jesus.
He offers us forgiveness of sins so that we may find
unity and peace with him and with one another. It is
not enough to seek peace for ourselves, for our own
souls. We must seek it for the whole Body and ulti-
mately for the whole creation.

From a letter: Every serious Christian must go
through hours of godforsakenness; even Jesus himself
did. The only answer in such hours is: “Father, into thy
hands I commit my spirit.” If we give ourselves uncon-
ditionally to the Father, he will show us the way. But

nothing will be shown to him who does not forgive



Ps. 22

his brother. God will not have mercy on him, and he
will remain godforsaken as long as he continues in his

hatred and unforgiveness.

From a letter: Be firm in your rejection of all touchi-
ness and anything else that destroys love. Beloved
brother and sister, you are not the only ones who could
find reason to be touchy. I am hated and accused by
many; yet if I gave in to resentment, the door of prayer
to God would be closed to me. God hears only those
who forgive.

From a letter: | feel pained that at your young age you
have to undergo such difficult struggles. But do not
blame your troubles on your father. Through Adam

we are all under the curse of sin and death and can-
not find new life or purity of heart except through the
blood of Christ. That is the same for you as for me and

for any other human being. Hold on to Jesus.

From a letter: You are cynical about the deception
that has been revealed among us. Yes, it is terrible—so
terrible that it could tear one completely apart. But
you are only adding sin to sin if you become bitter.
Read Psalm 22; consider what happened to Jesus and
how he reacted to mockery, contempt, and betrayal.
It did not make him cynical.



From a letter: Y ou ask for forgiveness for your envy
and hatred. We personally will gladly forgive you.
But the forgiveness of the whole brotherhood, which
means the renewal of unity with Jesus and his church,
cannot be given until you turn fully away from your
sin.

We are not angry with you, but we cannot pro-
nounce forgiveness on behalf of the brotherhood for
your sinful attitude until you prove your repentance
more deeply. This may have already begun. If so, con-
tinue in that direction. God is good, and he will not
reject you. The brotherhood loves you, too, and will
not reject you either. But we cannot unite with you as

long as there is envy and hatred in you.

From a letter: Y ou wrote that it was impossible for
you to work because you were so upset about the hurt
done to you. Your resentment must come to light and
be overcome. Ultimately, the wrongs other people have
done to you cannot separate you from God; only the
wrongs you do to others. This is of utmost importance:

all hurt and bitterness must be overcome.

From a letter: Hold firm to hope and faith, and deep
joy will fill your heart and heal your wounds—joy that
will overcome all fear and pessimism. After all, we are
called to a way of joy—joy in God and in one another,
for in the deepest sense love means joy.



Mt. 23:37

Jn.17:21

Unity

In Matthew 23:37 Jesus says, “How often have I want-
ed to gather you to me as a hen gathers her chicks,

and you would not.” This plea, along with the plea in
Jesus’ last prayer—“May they all be one, Father, even as
I am one with thee’-is a decisive and constant chal-
lenge to us. It calls us to a way of complete brotherly
love and oneness in Jesus, and it calls us to follow him
in unity so that the world may recognize we are his

disciples.

Nothing binds or unites people more deeply than
having the same hope, the same faith, the same joy
and expectation. It is very sad, therefore, when indi-
vidual believers stand alone. There have always been
people who had to stand alone on account of their
faith—some of them in prison, for years. But where
there is true expectation, people are usually drawn
together; their common faith leads to community, and
they can strengthen and encourage one another. Stand-
ing for God always has a unifying power. Let us pray
that we may be gathered together with all those who

live in expectation of him.



Mt. 22:37-39

In. 1417

From a letter: Jesus’ first commandment is to love
God with all our heart, soul, and being, and then to
love our neighbor as ourselves. In this individualistic
age more than ever, a church of people committed
to one another in such love and faithfulness is an ab-
solute necessity. Jesus stresses the importance of love
and absolute unity —unity such as he has with the
Father—again and again. I do not think we have ever
reached this ultimate state of unity, even in our holiest
moments; only God knows. Yet we want to live as a
witness to it. We cannot separate dedication to Jesus

from dedication to our brothers and sisters.

From a letter: ¢ is true that Jesus can be served any-
where. But what a special gift it is when through him
two or three or more people become of one heart and

one soul! This cannot be manufactured; it is a gift.

God does not contradict himself. He does not say to
one, “Thou shalt go to war,” and to another, “Thou
shalt not go to war”; or to one, “Thou shalt be faithful
in marriage,” and to the other, “Thou art free to di-
vorce.” If we are open to the truth—if we listen to God
in our hearts—we will find that he says the same thing
to all, also in practical matters. We do not believe in
the rule of a majority over a minority. We believe in
the unanimity brought about by Christ, who wants

to speak the same truth in every heart. This unity is a



grace and a miracle we experience again and again. But
if we are unfaithful to God and to each other, it can be

taken from us.

The unity of all believers is the only criterion for truth.
When true unity is lacking, charisma—the power of in-
dividual persons or personalities over others—takes its
place. People listen in a human way to others merely
because they are strong personalities or leaders. Charis-
ma is not only the wrong foundation for community;
it is altogether dangerous ground.

A religious group can find a healthy inner life only
if its members find unity again and again with the
Spirit and with God. Only then can the conscience of
each one live and thrive, and only then can true una-

nimity be achieved.

|t is immaterial where unity is lived. The important

thing is that it 75 lived somewhere.

Many people today seck religious experiences or char-
ismatic gifts like speaking in tongues. But there is a

danger that in seeking these gifts people miss the main
message of the Gospel: unity in love. What help would
it be to humankind if thousands and tens of thousands

of people spoke in tongues but had no love and unity?



Mt. 12:30

Acts 2:37

Our faith in Jesus Christ unites us as brothers and
sisters and urges us to call others to follow him with
us. We do this in absolute poverty of spirit—it is not
that we want to make more members. But we do feel
urged to call others to unity. The Holy Spirit does not

scatter; it unites.

The attempt to reconcile different churches and con-
fessions is without any doubt good. But true unity—
the unity that breaks down all barriers—starts with re-
pentance. When the Holy Spirit came down at Pente-
cost, people asked, “Brothers, what shall we do?” They
were deeply struck in their hearts, and they repented
for their sins and became of one heart and one soul.
Unfortunately, in today’s ecumenical movement bar-
riers or fences often remain, and people shake hands
over them. But we must testify to the possibility of
true unity among men. It comes only through repen-
tance and through personally facing Jesus—as man, as

living spirit, and as Lord.

From a letter: The ecumenical movement tends to
resolve differences by making concessions. Concessions
take the place of repentance, deep reconciliation, and
the unanimity that grows as the fruit of repentance,

and in the end serious evils are often smeared over.



Mt. 12:33

Lk. 6:44

Jn.17:21

Jn. 8:44

A merely emotional feeling of unity is not enough.

In our communities we promise to speak openly to
one another when there are problems—to admonish
each other and to accept admonition. Whenever we
avoid this brotherly honesty because we fear the conse-
quences it might have, our unity is no longer a reality.
God’s will is deed, and we must live according to it
with deeds. When we do this, Christ can bring about
a truly united church, purified by the Holy Spirit. We
will no longer nurse feelings against others, and we

will become of one heart and one soul, as in the early

Church.

Jesus said more than once that a tree is recognized
by its fruits. We must never forget this. All of us
can see what kind of tree today’s society is: its fruits
are murder, injustice, impurity, unfaithfulness, and
destruction.

What were the fruits Jesus wanted to see? The first
fruit is unity. How else shall the world recognize his
disciples? Jesus said, “May they all be one, Father, even
as we are one.”

How can we show the fruits of unity and remain a
part of today’s society? It is impossible: society is ruled
by mammon, the spirit of this world, which is “a liar
and a murderer from the beginning.” It is ruled not by
the spirit of unity but by the spirits of disintegration,
destruction, and separation. True unity can be found
only in a life of brotherhood.



Is it not true that Christ demands the surrender of
the whole man to his new order? The time is urgent.
Let us come to a true sense of responsibility! Let us
gather with Christ and unite with him as branches on
the tree of life!

In a brotherhood ruled by the Holy Spirit one can see
many aspects of Jesus, just as one sees different colors
in a rainbow. Each of us is different, but God created
us, and we should not try to be something that we are
not. We should give our heart, soul, and being to Jesus
and let him do with us what he wants. Then our lives
will find true fulfillment, and we will love each other
as we are, with our differences—even our national dif-
ferences. The same Jesus is expressed in every brother

and sister.



Jas. 5:16

Church Discipline

In our Bruderhof communities each member makes

a covenant with God at baptism and promises never
again to sin willfully against him. If after baptism
someone does sin willfully against God, he must un-
dergo church discipline in order to make a completely
new beginning.

The small sins we all commit every day can be for-
given through our daily prayer. If the sins are worse,
they can be forgiven through confession. James says,
“Confess your sins to one another, and pray for one
another, and then you will be healed.” For more seri-
ous sins, church discipline is necessary.

Discipline is carried out only at the request of the
person concerned. In some cases a person may be
excluded from common prayer and from members’
meetings until he has repented and is forgiven. In oth-
ers, a person is put into the “small exclusion.” This
means that he may not take part in common prayer
and should not be given the greeting of peace, though
he may still participate in the daily life of the com-
munity. If an even graver sin is committed, the church
may use the “great exclusion.” In this case, a person is
pronounced cut off from the kingdom of God, and he



1 Cor. 5:1-5

Heb. 12:15

may take no part in the communal life of the church
until he has found a repentant heart.

When someone has to repent of an especially dark,
willfully committed sin, we use Paul’s words, “I give
you over to Satan for the destruction of your flesh and
the salvation of your soul.” Paul was speaking of a man
who lived with his father’s wife, yet even after such a
sin he believed that exclusion could lead to the salva-
tion of this man’s soul. We also believe—and have ex-
perienced it—that through discipline people who have
sinned can find full repentance and full forgiveness and

can become true brothers and sisters again.

Paul warned the early church to let no bitter weed
grow up to poison the whole. If this warning was given
